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Perpetual  Adoration  Inaugurated 


On  Sunday,  February 
5th,  Bishop  William  Curlin 
offered  the  Mass  at 
Belmont  Abbey  that  inau- 
gurated perpetual  adora- 
tion of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment. A  congregation  of 
about  300  assembled  for 
the  occasion.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Mass  the 
bishop  bore  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  to  the  specially 
prepared  chapel  of  adora- 
tion, located  in  the  build- 
ing just  behind  the  monas- 
tery. Here  our  Lord  in  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  is 
adored  round  the  clock  by 
volunteers  from  the  parish- 
es of  St.  Michael,  Gastonia, 


Queen  of  apostles,  Bel- 
mont, and  Belmont  Abbey. 
About  250  people  have 
signed  up  to  spend  an  hour 
a  week  in  prayer  before 
the  Blessed  Sacrament. 

Mrs.  Marie  Siebers  of 
Charlotte  is  head  coordina- 
tor for  this  endeavor.  She 
is  assisted  by  four  division 
leaders:  George  Cobb, 
Charles  Martin,  Bernice 
Coogan  and  Mike  Sinac. 

Volunteers  from  the 
greater  Charlotte  area  are 
still  being  sought.  If  you 
would  like  to  volunteer, 
call  Mrs.  Siebers  at 
(704)399-2701. 


Bishop  Curlin  in  the  chapel  of  Perpetual  Adoration. 


Belmont  Abbey  Named 
National  Historic  District 


Benedictine  monks  are 
closely  tied  to  their  history. 
Each  generation  of  monks 
knows  those  who  served  in 
the  abbey  before  them — 
some  personally,  others  by 
repute.  This  creates  an  unbro- 
ken line  of  history,  a  continu- 
ity by  which  the  first  monk 
here  in  the  nineteenth  centu- 
ry communicates — in  a  way 
that  is  vital  and  true — with 
even  the  youngest  novice 
here  today.  At  Belmont 
Abbey,  this  link  is  preserved 
conscientiously,  and  the 
whole  community,  in  union 
with  the  college,  celebrates 
Founder's  Day  on  21  April 
each  year. 

Now,  the  history  of 
Belmont  Abbey  has  received 
national  recognition.  On  14 
July  1993-  the  centre  campus 
here  was  entered  upon  the 
National  Register  of  Historic 


Places  as  an  historic  district. 
That  is  the  highest  designa- 
tion available  in  the  federal 
government's  official  acknowl- 
edgment of  sites  and  build- 
ings of  national  historical 
significance. 

The  new  entry  on  the 
Register  was  the  fruit  of  more 
than  a  decade  of  research  and 
documentation  according  to 
the  guidelines  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  the 
Interior.  This  work  was  coor- 
dinated between  the  campus' 
archivist  and  Director  of 
Public  Relations.  The  latter, 
Miss  Debra  Estes,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  monastery,  pre- 
pared the  final  text  of  the 
materials. 

The  Belmont  Abbey 
Historic  District  includes  the 
monastery,  Abbey  Church  of 
Maryhelp,  Lourdes  Grotto, 
Stowe  Hall,  The  Haid,  Saint 


Leo  Hall,  Abbot  Vincent 
Taylor  Library,  Music  Building, 
and  cemetery,  with  their 
attendant  grounds  and  auxil- 
iary buildings.  The  church 
also  has  a  separate  listing  of 
its  own,  entered  on  the 
Register  in  1973.  Documen- 
tation of  the  District  lists  not 
only  the  buildings  and  sites 
within  its  borders;  it  includes 
statues,  gardens,  the  fountain, 
all  of  the  characteristics  that 
mark  the  area  and  express 
the  mission  and  story  of 
Belmont  Abbey. 

The  primary  historical  sig- 
nificance sited  in  the  National 
Register  when  creating  the 
district  recognized  the  emi- 
nence of  Father  Michael  J.V. 
Mclnerney,  O.S.B.  (1877- 
1963),  a  monk-priest-architect 
of  Belmont.  Father  Michael's 
art  and  architecture,  executed 
throughout  the  country,  were 


praised  for  their  creativity  and 
integrity.  Today,  more  than 
thirty  years  since  his  death, 
Father  Michael  is  still  the 
most  frequent  subject  of 
archival  inquiries  received 
here  from  off-campus.  As  a 
further  sign  of  his  promi- 
nence and  national  reputa- 
tion, his  biography  will  be 
included  in  the  forthcoming 
reference  volume,  Architects 
and  Builders.  On  the  abbey 
campus,  Father  Michael's 
work  spans  the  period  from 
1900  (when  he  helped  in  the 
re-building  of  what  is  now 
Stowe  Hall)  to  the  late  1950s 
(the  Abbot  Vincent  Taylor 
Library,  which  he  designed). 
In  addition  to  buildings,  he 
created  tombstones,  chalices, 
and  other  liturgical  parapher- 
nalia. 

Second  in  importance  in 
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National  Historic  District 


the  Register  designation  is  the 
abbatia  nullius  dioceosis  of 
Belmont,  our  diocesan  juris- 
diction, governed  by  the 
abbots  of  Belmont  from  1910 
to  1977.  That  judicature  was 
unique  in  the  Church  in  this 
country  (although  there  were 
about  fifty  in  the  world  at  the 
time).  It  made  the  abbots  of 
Belmont  members  of  the  epis- 
copal conference,  designated 
the  Abbey  Church  a  cathe- 
dral, and  invested  diocesan 
jurisdiction  in  the  abbey  over 
a  territory  that  originally  con- 
sisted of  eight  North  Carolina 
counties. 

Third  in  importance  was 
the  life  and  administration  of 
Abbot-Bishop  Leo  M.  Haid, 
O.S.B.  (1849-1924),  the  first 
abbot  of  Belmont.  Haid  was 
abbot  here  for  thirty-nine 
years,  and  bishop  over  the 
entire  state  of  North  Carolina 


for  thirty-six  years.  In  1910, 
he  was  enthroned  as  the  first 
abbot-nui/ius  of  Belmont.  In 
his  long  tenure,  Abbot  Leo 
also  acted  as  president  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  and 
taught  in  the  college  and  sem- 
inary here.  He  also  founded 
monasteries  and  schools, 
sending  Benedictines  into 
Florida,  Georgia,  central 
Virginia,  and  northern 
Virginia.  In  addition,  Haid 
served  as  president  of  the 
American  Cassinese  Congre- 
gation of  the  Order  of  Saint 
Benedict,  and  was  an  effective 
advocate  of  the  value  of 
monks  to  the  life  of  the 
Church  and  world. 

Other  factors  recognized  in 
the  National  Register  listing 
are  the  history  of  Belmont 
Abbey  College,  the  role  of  the 
campus  in  the  arts,  and  the 
prominent  pastoral  activity  of 


the  Benedictines'  early  days  in 
North  Carolina. 

The  new  Historic  District 
has  stimulated  a  renewal  of 
interest  in  the  monastery,  col- 
lege, and  their  history.  This 
recognition  reflects  the 
achievement  of  Belmont's 
monastic  founders,  of  course, 
and  the  successive  genera- 
tions of  monks.  But  it  also 
denotes  the  continuing  inte- 
gration of  the  previous  gener- 
ations of  monks  with  the  dai- 
ly life  of  the  abbey  today.  For 
the  Benedictine,  history  lives; 
it  is  an  endowment  that  is 
used  daily.  Just  as  the  Order 
once  set  itself  to  preserving 
the  documents  of  civilization 
in  an  age  of  darkness,  so 
today  history  is  treasured  in 
the  monastery  as  the  provi- 
sion left  us  by  our  monastic 
fathers,  and  as  the  patrimony 
with  which  we  will  endow 


Cont'd. 

the  next  generation  of  monks. 
There  is  a  peculiar  custom 
in  Benedictine  monasteries, 
whereby  we  speak  of  our  his- 
tory in  the  first  person  plural. 
For  example,  we  will  speak  of 
when  "we"  founded  the 
monastery  in  northern 
Virginia  in  1893.  Of  course  no 
monk  here  today  was  living 
then,  none  served  at  that 
monastery  then,  and  none 
figured  personally  into  its  cre- 
ation. But  it  is  still  "our"  foun- 
dation, because  it  is  our  histo- 
ry, the  work  of  our  fathers 
before  us,  our  monastic  fami- 
ly, and  a  legacy  that  we  have 
inherited.  Thus  we  call  it 
"our"  foundation.  It  is  by 
maintaining  this  immediacy 
of  historical  involvement  that 
Benedictines  live  their  history 
and  carry  its  wisdom  and 
message  into  successive  ages 
of  life  vowed  to  God. 


Abbey  Chronicle 


Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Brosnan  as  president  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  Abbot 
Oscar,  chancellor  of  the  col- 
lege, assumed  the  duties  of 
Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the 
college.  He  will  hold  this  posi- 
tion until  the  selection  of  a 
new  president.  The  search  for 
a  new  president  has  already 
started  and  is  expected  to  take 
about  six  months. 

Since  last  August  death  has 
claimed  two  of  our  beloved 
confreres.  Father  Nicholas  F. 
Gibilisco,  O.S.B.  died  August  3, 
1994  after  battling  lymphoma 
for  several  years.  Father 
Nicholas  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Belmont  Abbey's  Senior 
Council,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Belmont  Abbey  College  and 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
House  of  Mercy  in  Belmont  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  At  the 
House  of  Mercy,  he  rendered 
assessments  and  initiated  sup- 
port groups  for  residents,  in 
addition  to  his  policy  making 
decisions. 

During  the  80's,  he  taught 


psychology   to   the   junior 
monks    and    students    of 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  was 
psychotherapist  at  the  Catholic 
Social  Services  of  the  Diocese 
of  Charlotte,  and  director  of 
campus  ministry  at  Belmont 
Abbey  College  from  1989  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Father  Patrick  J. 
Donahue,  O.S.B.  was 
claimed  by  the  Lord  on 
October  27,  1994  at  Belmont 
Abbey  after  a  long  illness 
with  emphysema.  Father 
Patrick  entered  the  novitiate 
at  St.  Vincent  Archabbey  in 
1930  and  was  professed  as  a 
monk  of  Belmont  Abbey  in 
1931.  He  was  ordained  priest 
in  1936. 

In  1944  he  was  assigned 
to  St.  Benedict  Priory  (now 
Mary  Mother  of  the  Church 
Abbey),  Richmond  Virginia, 
"for  one  year,"  but  remained 
there  for  43  years.  In 
Richmond  he  taught  at 
Benedictine  High  School  four 
or  five  classes  a  day,  including 
upper   level   English   and 


German  classes. 

In  addition  he  was  Catholic 
chaplain  at  McGuire  Veterans 
Hospital,  directed  athletics  at 
St.  Benedict  Elementary  School 


and  coached  junior  varsity 
teams  at  Benedictine  High 
School. 

Continued  on  page  4 


CRESCAT  is  a  tri-annual  publica- 
tion of  the  Benedictine  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey.  All  rights  re- 
served. The  word  crescat  has  been 
connected  with  our  monastery  for 
most  of  her  history.  There  is 
a  tradition  that  Abbot  Leo, 
our  first  abbot,  was  walking 
one  day  in  front  of  the 
monastery  where  he  saw  a 
monk  about  to  cut  down  a 
small  cedar.  Abbot  Leo 
saved  the  tree  with  a  single 
word:  "Crescat!"  he  said — a  word 
that  means  "let  it  grow."  That 
phrase  became  our  motto:  and  that 
North  Carolina  cedar,  the  emblem 
of  our  foundation  here.  "Crescat"  is 


still  the  banner  under  which  our 
monks  work  today.  One  reason 
this  journal,  Crescat,  is  published  is 
to  solicit  funds  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chasing books  and  tapes  for  the 
monastery  library.  Contribu- 
tions also  assist  us  in  meeting 
expenses  accrued  in  issuing 
Crescat.  Each  offering  is  ap- 
preciated, and  donors  are 
gratefully  remembered  in  our 
prayers.    The   address   is 
Crescat,  Belmont  Abbey, 
Belmont.  North  Carolina  28012- 
2795-  Correspondence  and  inquiries 
regarding  CRESCAT  should  be 
addressed  to  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  editor. 
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His  Holiness  John  Paul  II. 

In  Crossing  the 
Threshold  of  Hope,  Pope 
John  Paul  II  professes  his 
unyielding  confidence  and 
resolution  before  a  seem- 
ingly unsympathetic 
world.  His  vision  has  the 
vital  pertinence  of  applied 
religion.  It  is  inclusive, 
intelligent,  and  firmly  root- 
ed in  faith. 

The  structure  and 
design  of  this  book  stem 
from  a  series  of  questions 
from  1993,  submitted  by 
an  Italian  journalist, 
Vittorio  Messori.  The  Holy 
Father  responded  in  writ- 
ing in  April  1994,  giving 
Messori  permission  to  pub- 
lish. Threshold  is  the  hap- 
py result. 

Although  the  Pope's 
answers  are  deeply  person- 
al, the  content  and  schema 
of  Messori's  queries  seem 
to  seek  a  miniature  sum- 
ma.  The  questions  start 
with  the  Pope  himself,  his 
office  and  his  prayer.  The 
focus  then  turns  to  the 
foundation  of  his  faith  and 
all  reality:  Is  there  a  God; 
how  is  He  found;  what  is 
His  Son's  place?  From  there 
the  topics  move  to  religion 
and  religions.  That  raises 
the  matter  of  evangeliza- 
tion which,  in  turn,  leads 
into  a  discussion  of  the 
modern  world,  the 
prospect  of  salvation,  and 


Hope  In  A 
Complicated  World 

— a  review  of  the  Holy  Father's  new  book — 

John  Paul  II.  Crossing  the  Threshold  of  Hope. 

Translated  by  Jenny  and  Martha  McPhee.  New  York: 
Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1994,  ix  +  244  pp.  Indexed,  hardcover:  $20.00. 
ISBN  0-679-44058-5.  [also  available  in  large  print  and  audio  editions] 


the  rationale  for  hope.  In 
the  final  two  chapters,  the 
inaugural  admonition  of 
John  Paul  II's  papacy,  "Be 
not  afraid,"  is  revived  and 
applied. 

The  pope  is  deeply  sym- 
pathetic and  attuned  to  the 
organization  and  purpose 
found  in  God,  His  creation, 
and  His  pervasive  truth. 
John  Paul  II  is  a  keen 
observer,  inclined  toward 
the  descriptive  method  of 
existential  phenomenolo- 
gy. The  faith  that  results  is 
imbued  with  strong  an- 
thropological overtones  (cf. 
p.  36),  but  recognizes  a 
Lord  who  is  active  both  in 
the  world  and  in  faith 
itself.  Thus  the  Holy  Spirit 
guides  prayer  (cf.  p.  19),  for 
example,  and  reveals  that 
theological  questions 
should  also  be  religious 
queries,  i.e.,  they  should 
exceed  the  intellect,  being 
integrated  into  human 
existence  (cf.  pp.  30-31). 

The  hope  of  John  Paul  II 
is  evident  throughout  this 
volume.  He  does  not  find 
God  missing  or  at  a  dis- 
tance; instead,  intriguingly, 
the  Pope  ponders  whether 
God  may  reveal  too  much 
of  Himself  (pp.  40-41). 
After  all,  His  Holiness 
notes,  the  Lord  is  encoun- 
tered face  to  face  daily,  in 
every      meeting      with 


goodness  (p.  71). 

In  the  Catholic  Church, 
the  Pope  finds  both  home 
and  hope.  The  heart  of  the 
Gospel,  in  his  understand- 
ing, is  articulated  in  John 
15:20B:  The  followers  of 
Christ  must  adhere  to  the 
Lord's  example  as  well  as 
His  teachings,  and  they 
should  expect  nothing  bet- 
ter in  return  in  this  life 
than  the  scorn  and  deri- 
sion that  He  suffered  (cf.  p. 
103).  Yet  that  is  not,  for 
John  Paul  II,  a  discouraging 
prospect  to  face.  For  it  car- 
ries in  its  ordnance  the 
hope  of  Christ.  Catholics 
have  a  special  place  and 
meaning  in  the  world,  a 
particular  purpose  that 
transforms  life  and  its  ele- 
ments. Its  effect  is  compre- 
hensive. Take  evangeliza- 
tion for  example:  It  is 
insufficient  to  reckon 
Catholic  evangelization  as 
a  mere  call  to  propagate 
the  faith;  it  is  a  summons, 
our  summons,  to  reflect 
upon,  to  manifest,  and  to 
live  revealed  truth  (p.  107). 
Our  faith  involves  duty  (p. 
175),  not  just  belief  and 
trust. 

In  the  Holy  Father's  per- 
ception, it  is  that  faith  and 
its  truth,  which  lead  us 
along  the  path  of  hope. 
This  is  a  course  that 
affirms  the  human  per- 


son— his  dignity,  rights, 
freedom,  responsibility, 
and  pastoral  mission  (cf. 
pp.  201-202)— and  that 
displaces  fear-of-circum- 
stance  with  that  healthful 
fear-of-God  that  is  the  root 
of  wisdom  (Ps  110/111:10). 
That  wisdom  exposes 
hope  under  the  rubric  of 
love.  "It  creates  holy  men 
and  women — true  Christ- 
ians— to  whom  the  future 
of  the  world  ultimately 
belongs"  (p.  228).  It  affirms 
humanity,  allowing  us  to 
see  the  "beauty  desired  by 
God,  while  at  the  same 
time  recognizing,  in  light 
of  the  power  of  God 
Himself,  our  weaknesses: 
'What  is  impossible  for 
men  is  possible  for  God' 
(cf.  Lk  18:27)"  (p.  223). 
And  to  the  truth  of  that 
message,  the  Holy  Father 
recognizes,  there  is  no 
response  more  appropriate 
than  hope. 

This  book — with  its 
brief,  clear,  intelligently 
rendered  chapters — would 
be  an  excellent  resource 
for  daily  meditation.  Its 
contribution  to  a  reflective 
Lenten  regimen  could 
prove  especially  construc- 
tive. 
— Paschal  Baumstein.O.S.B. 


Chronicle  contd. 


When  Fr.  Patrick  returned 
to  Belmont  Abbey  in  1987,  he 
became  a  member  of  the 
Liturgy  Committee,  Communi- 
ty Trust  for  the  Poor  Commit- 
tee and  was  almoner  of  the 
monastery  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  remained  faithful 
to  celebrating  Mass  daily  and 
was  outstanding  in  his  devo- 
tion to  community  observance. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Sutherland,  a 
kind  benefactress,  died  recent- 
ly. In  her  will,  she  bequeathed 
in  excess  of  one  million  dollars 
to  Belmont  Abbey  College.  The 
increment  from  this  bequest 
will  be  used  for  scholarships. 

Bro.  Paul  Shanley,  O.S.B. 
was  voted  Carolinas  Inter-colle- 
giate Athletics  Conference 
coach  of  the  year  in  October, 
1994.  The  award,  voted  on  by 
the  cross  country  coaches  in 
the  conference,  was  presented 
to  Bro.  Paul  at  the  awards  cere- 
mony following  the  conference 
meets.  Also  honored  at  the  cer- 
emony were  two  of  Belmont 
Abbey's  runners,  Mark 
McCaskill  of  Gastonia,  N.C. 
who  finished  fourth  in  the  con- 


ference and  Jennifer  Dowd  of 
Brandon,  Florida  who  finished 
first  in  the  conference  for  the 
fourth  year  in  a  row.  Ms.  Dowd 
qualified  for  the  regional  meet 
in  Berea,  KY  which  she  won 
thus  enabling  her  to  qualify  for 
the  national  meet  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin- 
Parkside.  There  she  placed 
28th  and  received  Ail- 
American  Honors.  She  was 
also  named  Academic-All 
American  for  the  second  con- 
secutive year.  Recently  Ms. 
Dowd  was  named  the  Woody 
Hayes  Scholar-Athlete  of  the 
Year.  She  was  one  of  six  ath- 
letes in  the  United  States  to 
receive  the  honor  presented  at 
Ohio  State  in  January  of  this 
year. 

"Symbol  and  Ritual  in 
Monastic  Life"  was  the  general 
topic  of  the  Monastic  Forum 
held  at  St.  Meinrad  Archabbey, 
IN,  Jan.  14-17.  Father  Placid 
Solari,  O.S.B.,  subprior  and 
novice  master,  attended  the 
forum  and  gave  a  summary  of 
the  several  conferences  at  a 
community  meeting. 


Library  Fund  Report 


Our  annual  appeal  for 
contributions  to  the 
Monastic  Library  Fund 
yielded  $1,153  this  year. 
Sincere  thanks  to  all  who 
contributed.  The  monastic 
collection  now  totals  about 
2,500  books  and  over  150 
taped  lectures,  confer- 
ences, retreats  etc.  Here 
are  the  names  of  our  gen- 
erous benefactors: 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Aycock 
Mr.  William  H.  Bennett 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Blanford  Jr. 
Mr.  Paul  Brietfeller 
Ms.  Margaret  Burnett 
Mr.  Michael  Case 
Mr.  William  H.  Convery 
Mrs.  Mary  Cook 
Dr.  Joseph  T.  Culverwell 
Mrs.  Edith  Darwin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Julian  Daye 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Duffy 
Mrs.  June  Gallagher 
Mr.  Robert  R.  Gareau 
Mr.  Arthur  Gazzo 
Mrs.  Marian  George 
Mr.  Walter  Gillis  Jr. 
Mr.  Anthony  Giordano 


Mr.  Larry  Home 
Mrs.  Thelma  Jhones 
Mr.  Alan  R.  Jones 
Ms.  Phyllis  Kessinger 
Mrs.  Mary  Kleiner 
Mr.  J.  Patrick  Lee 
Rev.  Gerald  Lewis 
Mrs.  Mary  Mahoney 
Mr.  Michael  Masotti 
Dr.  John  Moses 
Dr.  Joseph  Moses 
Mr.  H.C.  Mulholland 
Mr.  Anthony  Muller 
Mr.  John  Nielson 
Mr.  John  F.  Patterson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Preston 
Mrs.  Lisa  Robertson 
Msgr.  John  Roueche 
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Solemn  Profession  for  Bro.  Leo 


The  excitement  and 
happiness  of  making  solemn 
profession  actually  began 
when  I  first  went  to 
see  the  abbot.  I  had 
talked  and  prayed 
about  it  with  my  spir- 
itual director  and 
friends  for  a  few 
months  before  going  to 
see  the  abbot.  I  knew  it 
was  a  big  step  and  an 
important  one  for  me. 
Sometimes  I  wondered 
if  I  really  wanted  to 
stay  in  one  place,  sur- 
rounded by  the  same 
men,  doing  basically 
the  same  thing  day 
after  day  for  the  rest  of 
my  life.  I  asked  myself, 
"If  the  Lord  Jesus  could 
put  me  anywhere,  give 
me  about  any  job  I 
wanted  in  anyplace  I 
wanted,  where  would  I 
ask  him  to  take  me?"  I  can 
honestly  say  there  was  no 
other  place  I  wanted  to  be. 

When  I  went  to  talk  with 
the  abbot,  I  wasn't  sure  what 
I  would  tell  him  or  what  he 
would  say  to  me  about  my 
profession.  I  prayed  that  I 
would  find  the  right  words 
but  nothing  came  to  mind 


until  I  actually  talked  with 
him.  I  explained  that  I  had 
been  happy  before  and  was 


the  abbot  went  well  resulting 
in  my  making  formal  applica- 
tion for  admission  to  solemn 


Bro.  Leo  Fowler,  O.S.B.  making  Solemn  Profession  as  a  Benedictine  monk. 


happy  now.  The  difference 
was  now  I  felt  satisfied  with 
what  I  had  found  here  and 
felt  I  wanted  to  stay  for  the 
rest  of  my  life.  I  think  the  key 
word  was  "satisfied"  and  how 
it  got  into  my  mind  and  then 
on  my  tongue,  I'm  not  sure, 
unless  it  was  a  gift  of  the 
Spirit.  The  conversation  with 


profession.  My  application 
was  presented  to  the  Chapter 
(the  assembly  of  all  the 
solemnly  professed  monks) 
and  the  vote  was  favorable.  I 
think  it  was  then  that  I  finally 
began  to  feel  real  peace  with 
my  decision. 

As  April  23  approached 
(the  date  set  for  my  profes- 


sion), I  became  more  and 
more  excited.  The  ceremony 
was  very  beautiful  and  some- 
thing I  had  dreamed  of 
for  a  very  long  time. 
Though  fairly  simple, 
the  rite  of  profession  is 
very  meaningful  and 
full  of  expression  and 
tradition.  I  felt  no  hesi- 
tation about  what  I  was 
doing  and  wondered  if 
this  was  really  happen- 
ing to  me.  When  I  read 
my  profession  of 
solemn  vows,  I  felt 
such  powerful  emotion 
that  my  voice  broke 
and  I  almost  didn't 
make  it  through  the 
reading  of  the  profes- 
sion formula. 

The  number  of  peo- 
ple who  had  accepted 
my  invitation  and  who 
were  present  in  the 
assembled  congregation  sur- 
prised   me:    people    from 
Georgia,     from     Belmont 
Abbey  College  (both  teachers 
and  students),  students  and 
teachers  from  the  University 
of  South  Carolina.  After  the 
ceremony  and  Mass,  when  I 
walked  out,  the  warmth  of 

Continued  on  page  2 
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A  New  St.  Benedict 


A  new  bronze  statue 
of  St.  Benedict  will  soon 
grace  the  first  floor  of 
Belmont  Abbey  Monastery. 
The  creation  of  Mr.  Kelly 
Somey  of  Mt.  Holly,  N.C., 
the  statue  will  be  life-size 
and  will  occupy  the  space 
immediately  opposite  the 
main  foyer  of  the 
monastery. 

The  new  concept  of  St. 
Benedict,  depicting  him  as 


a  young  man,  departs 
from  the  traditional  depic- 
tion of  the  saint  as  an  old 
man  with  a  beard.  It  is 
based  on  the  fact  that  St. 
Benedict  was  indeed  a 
young  scholar  when  he 
decided  to  leave  behind  a 
decadent  Roman  society 
to  seek  God  in  solitude. 
He  is  shown  bearing  a  copy 
of  his  Rule  for  Monasteries 
in  his  hand  and  taking  a 


step  forward  as  if  to  wel- 
come visitors  to  our  home. 
This  new  sculpture  was 
commissioned  by  the  sons 
of  Mr.  Edward  ("Bud") 
Gallagher  and  his  wife  Iva 
Lea  in  memory  of  their 
parents.  A  formal  presen- 
tation and  dedication  will 
take  place  upon  comple- 
tion of  the  work. 


Clay  model  of  the  New  St.  Benedict. 


Belmont  Abbey  College 
Names  New  President 


Dr.  Robert  A.  Preston 

President, 
Belmont  Abbey  College 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Preston,  63, 
an  educator  with  35  years  of 
experience  in  higher  educa- 
tion, has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  Belmont  Abbey 
College  by  its  Board  of 
Trustees.  Currently  the  senior 


vice  president  and  provost  of 
Illinois  Benedictine  College, 
Dr.  Preston  becomes  Belmont 
Abbey's  13th.  president.  He 
will  assume  office  August  1. 

A 1953  graduate  of  Belmont 
Abbey,  Dr.  Preston  is  the  first 
lay  alumnus  in  the  history  of 
the  College  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion of  president. 

"Dr.  Preston's  experience, 
familiarity  with  Belmont 
Abbey  and  tremendous  love 
and  respect  for  the  institu- 
tion make  him  an  ideal  selec- 
tion," commented  Abbot 
Oscar  Burnett,  O.S.B.,  Chan- 
cellor and  CEO  of  Belmont 
Abbey  College.  "We  are 
delighted  and  honored  he 
will  share  his  considerable 
expertise  with  his  alma  mater." 

"I  am  elated  that  Dr. 
Preston  has  been  selected  by 
the  Trustees,"  stated  Robert 
M.  Gallagher,  chairman  of 


the  Board  of  Trustees.  "He  is 
the  right  man  at  the  right 
time  and  place.  His  sense  of 
history;  his  Catholic,  Bene- 
dictine intellectual  tradition; 
and  his  love  of  Belmont 
Abbey  make  him  the  right 
choice." 

In  addition  to  his  degree 
from  Belmont  Abbey,  Dr. 
Preston  holds  a  master's 
degree  and  a  Ph.D.  in  philos- 
ophy from  The  Catholic 
University  of  America.  He 
has  also  studied  at  Harvard 
University's  Institute  for 
Educational  Management 
and  Carnegie-Mellon  Univer- 
sity's College  Management 
Institute. 

Dr.  Preston  has  been  at 
Illinois  Benedictine  since 
1989,  first  as  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs  and  then 
as  senior  vice  president  and 
provost.   Before  going  to 


Illinois  Benedictine,  he 
served  as  president  of  Sacred 
Heart  University  in  Con- 
necticut, vice  president  for 
academic  affairs  at  Loyola 
University  and  at  Bellarmine 
College  in  Louisville,  KY.  He 
has  also  served  on  the  faculty 
in  the  philosophy  depart- 
ment at  each  of  these  institu- 
tions, at  John  Carroll  Uni- 
versity in  Ohio  and  at  St. 
Louis  University. 

The  author  of  numerous 
published  articles  and 
reviews,  Dr.  Preston  is  a  fre- 
quent presenter  at  academic 
and  professional  conferences. 
He  has  also  assisted  a  num- 
ber of  educational  institu- 
tions as  a  consultant  on  a 
variety  of  issues  including 
strategic  planning,  academic 
affairs,  space  utilization  and 
administrative  procedures 
and  policies. 


Solemn  Profession  for  Bro.  Leo  —  cont.  from  page  i. 


greetings  and  congratulations 
put  me  way  beyond  "Cloud 
Nine."  Both  the  reception  and 
meal  that  followed  were 
splendid. 

Perhaps  the  next  most 
emotional  experience  follow- 
ing my  profession  was  the 
first  time  I  presided  at  the 
Divine  Office.  When  I  sat 
down  from  reading  the  scrip- 
ture reading  for  that  particu- 
lar Sunday,  I  felt  very  deeply 
moved. 

It  has  now  been  more 
than  a  month  since  my  pro- 
fession and  when  I  think  of 
that  day,  all  those  feelings 
come  back.  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  was  the  correct  thing 
for  me  to  do.  But,  I  have  been 
asked,  has  it  made  a  differ- 
ence? Well,  yes  and  no.  Yes, 
in  the  sense  that  I  have 
moved  to  a  new  room  in  the 
monastery  which  is  the 
section  for  the  seniors;  I  can 
also  be  leader  at  Office  and 
offer  blessing  in  the  refectory 
before  we  eat;  I  can  now  vote 
in  the  Chapter  and  I  am  a  life 
member  of  the  community. 


Yes  also  in  the  sense  that  in 
the  back  of  my  mind  there  is 
a  feeling  of  belonging  and 
permanence,  a  type  of  free- 
dom in  that  I  have  made  a 
decision  to  stay  and  a  deci- 
sion that  lets  me  stay.  I  have, 
in  other  words,  given  up 
my  right  to  leave  and  start 
life  over  somewhere  else. 
No,  in  the  sense  that  I  went 
to  work  in  the  library  that 
evening  as  I  have  done  for 
the  past  year.  In  that  sense 
there  is  no  change,  which,  I 
think,  is  the  way  it  should 
be.  Going  to  work  that 
evening  was  the  natural 
thing  to  do  and  the  thing 
expected  of  me. 

I  am  full  of  hope  and 
expectations  for  the  future. 
I  know  only  some  of  what 
the  future  holds.  There  are 
things  I  will  want  to  discuss 
with  my  abbot  in  the  com- 
ing months  to  find  out  his 
opinion  about  some  of  my 
hopes  and  expectations.  But 
that  is  the  future.  For  the 
present,  I  am  still  basking 
in  the  memories  of  that 


beautiful  spring  day  when  I 
gave  what  I  had  to  God,  the 
Church  and  this  Community. 
I  pray  that  I  may  be  worthy 
of  the  wonderful  gifts  that 
have  been  given  me. 

—Leo  Fowler,  O.S.B. 


Editor's  note:  Bro.  Leo  is  current- 
ly pursuing  studies  leading  to  a 
Master's  degree  in  Library  Science. 
He  is  also  assistant  sacristan  of 
the  Abbey  Church. 


CRESCAT  is  a  tri-annual  publica- 
tion of  the  Benedictine  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey.  All  rights  re- 
served. The  word  crescat  has  been 
connected  with  our  monastery  for 
most  of  her  history.  There  is 
a  tradition  that  Abbot  Leo, 
our  first  abbot,  was  walking 
one  day  in  front  of  the 
monastery  where  he  saw  a 
monk  about  to  cut  down  a 
small  cedar.   Abbot  Leo 
saved  the  tree  with  a  single 
word:  "Crescat!"  he  said — a  word 
that  means  "let  it  grow."  That 
phrase  became  our  motto:  and  that 
North  Carolina  cedar,  the  emblem 
of  our  foundation  here.  "Crescat"  is 


still  the  banner  under  which  our 
monks  work  today.  One  reason 
this  journal,  Crescat,  is  published  is 
to  solicit  funds  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chasing books  and  tapes  for  the 
monastery  library.  Contribu- 
tions also  assist  us  in  meeting 
expenses  accrued  in  issuing 
Crescat.  Each  offering  is  ap- 
preciated, and  donors  are 
gratefully  remembered  in  our 
prayers.    The   address   is 
Crescat,  Belmont  Abbey, 
Belmont,  North  Carolina  28012- 
2795.  Correspondence  and  inquiries 
regarding  CRESCAT  should  be 
addressed  to  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  editor. 
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Dom  Helder  Camara:  Sister  Earth:  Creation.  Ecology  and  the  Spirit. 

Publication  date:  October  1995.  New  City  Press, 
Hyde  Park,  NY.  $7.95  paperback.  ISBN:  1-56548-031-7. 


Dom  Helder  is  well 
known  for  his  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  as 
bishop  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  as  archbishop  of 
Recife,  Brazil.  His  concern 
for  our  environment 
flows,  to  a  certain  extent, 
from  his  knowledge  of 
what  the  poor  of  Brazil 
and  of  the  world  are 
being  deprived  of 
because  the  resources  of 
the  world  and  its  people 
are  not  treated  with  the 
reverence  due  to  God's 
creatures. 

In  this  book,  Dom 
Helder  writes  clearly  and 
movingly  of  our  relations 
with  God  and  our  natur- 
al world.  Reading  these 
works  is  like  the  experi- 
ence of  a  wine  tasting 
party  that  extends  over  a 
series  of  daily  banquets. 


In  such  a  party,  we  continue 
to  taste  different  wines.  Yet 
we  can  always  return  to  a 
previously  tasted  wine  and 
compare  it  with  one  tasted 
later.  The  wines  provided 
are  from  grapes  harvested 
from  the  same  vine  over 
many  years. 

The  works  in  this  book 
are  like  the  wines  made 
each  year  from  this  grand 
vine,  a  man  of  action  and  of 
deep  spirituality.  Many 
themes  seem  familiar  and 
are  like  table  wines  that  we 
enjoy  day  after  day.  Others 
have  a  delicacy  that  calls 
forth  a  new  insight  into  the 
richness  of  God  and  His  cre- 
ation. There  are  many  vin- 
tage years  in  this  collection, 
but  all  should  be  sampled 
several  times  in  a  meditative 
manner. 

This  book  contains  a 


variety  of  poetic  and  prose 
works.  The  early  composi- 
tions (Section  I,  School  of 
God)  seem  more  traditional, 
the  simpler  wines;  and  we 
think  we  know  what  to 
expect  as  we  begin.  Yet 
there  is  always  in  them  a 
freshness.  The  following 
lines  provide  an  instance  of 
Dom  Helder's  enlivening 
way  of  viewing  humility: 
If  we  had  not  been 
called  to  life,  no  one 
could  have  asked 
anything  for  us, 
because  we  would 
not  even  have  had  a 
name  of  our  own... 
The  later  works  (Section 
II,  School  of  the  Universe) 
are  more  delicate,  each  with 
a  bouquet  of  its  own  and 
often  leaving  a  pleasant 
aftertaste.  These  may  be 
said  to  smack  of  the  spiritu- 


ality of  St.  Francis.  Here, 
Dom  Helder  addresses  vari- 
ous parts  of  creation  as  if 
they  are  human  with  feel- 
ings of  their  own. 

Brother  Air 

Do  you  know  that 

You  give  us 

Of  all  images 

One  most  close  to  God? 

We  live 
Inside  God 
Everywhere 
At  all  times, 
Just  as  we  live 
Inside  you. 

Many  vintage  years  are 
here,  and  there  are  several 
that  are  simple  enough  to 
grace  our  tables  daily. 

— Arthur  Pendelton, 
O.S.B. 


Stefan  Cardinal  Wyszynski:  All  You  Who  Labor. 

Hardback,  190  p.  $6.95.  Sophia  Institute  Press, 
Manchester,  NH.  ISBN:  0-918477-26-3. 


til 


Lech  Walesa  has  just 
penned  the  Foreword  to 
a  new  edition  of  Stefan 
Cardinal  Wyszynski's  All 
You  Who  Labor:  Work 
and  the  Sanctification 
of  Daily  Life,  just 
released  by  Sophia 
Institute  Press. 

And  he's  written  far 
more  than  just  a  polite 
blurb:  President  Walesa 
says  that  "in  the  years 
before  Solidarity  ap- 


peared on  the  scene, 
Cardinal  Wyszynski  showed 
us  the  noble  character  of 
work  and  taught  us  how  to 
understand  our  dignity  as 
workers.  Then,  when  we 
launched  our  struggle 
against  Communism,  his 
fatherly  wisdom  inspired 
us  and  gave  us  strength  to 
overcome  the  great  suffer- 
ings we  endured.  Today  his 
teachings  continue  to  guide 
us  and  enrich  our  daily 


efforts  to  build  a  strong 
and  just  society." 

Adds  John  Barger,  pub- 
lisher at  Sophia  Institute 
Press,  "These  days,  religious 
ideas  rarely  have  a  pro- 
found political  impact.  Yet 
Lech  Walesa's  Foreword 
shows  that  gentle  truths 
such  as  those  in  All  You 
Who  Labor  are,  in  fact,  a 
mighty  weapon  against 
tyranny." 

Most  readers  will  be  far 


more  interested  in  the 
local — rather  than  the 
global — implications  of  this 
unusual  book.  For  in  it 
Cardinal  Wyszynski  shows 
each  of  us — whether  we're 
monks  or  managers, 
whether  we  change  tires  or 
change  diapers — how  to 
grow  holy  through  our 
daily  work,  and  how  to 
make  that  work  easier 
while  it  makes  us  holy. 


Crescat  Chronicle 


March  21,  the  feast  of  St.  Benedict, 
we  welcomed  a  large  number  of  clergy 
and  friends  as  our  guests.  After  Mass, 
at  which  the  homily  was  delivered  by 
Fr.  Paschal  Morlino,  O.S.B.,  a  monk  of 
St.  Vincent  Archabbey,  Latrobe,  PA,  all 
enjoyed  hors  d'oeuvres  followed  by  a 
fine  banquet.  Fr.  Paschal  made  his  novi- 
tiate at  Belmont  Abbey  and  shared 
many  fine  memories  with  us  in  his 
homily  in  which  he  stressed  the  cen- 
trality  of  humility  as  the  most  basic  of 
all  monastic  virtues. 

The  annual  workshop  for  Directors 
of  Formation  took  place  this  year  at  St. 
Joseph  Abbey,  Covington,  LA,  April  17 
to  22.  Fathers  Kenneth  Geyer  and 
Placid  Solari  both  attended.  The  work- 
shop was  led  by  Abbot  Timothy  Kelly 
of  St.  John's  Abbey,  Collegeville,  MN. 

The  presentations  and  discussions 
all  centered  around  the  general  topic: 


Lectio  Divina.  Participants  were  also 
treated  to  a  guided  boat  tour  of  nearby 
Honey  Island  Swamp,  receiving  excel- 
lent education  in  the  ecology  of  a  living 
swamp.  Snakes  alive! 

An  unusual  event  occurred  in  the 
Abbey  Church  on  April  30  when  all 
three  members  of  Dr.  Lynn  Bailey's 
family  presented  a  joint  recital.  Dr. 
Bailey  is  a  fine  organist;  his  wife, 
Martha,  is  an  excellent  harpist;  his 
young  son,  Christopher,  is  a  budding 
violinist.  Dr.  Bailey  is  a  Lutheran  minis- 
ter serving  in  Columbia,  SC,  and  is  also 
an  oblate  of  our  monastery. 

Fr.  Placid  Solari,  O.S.B.  left  for  Rome 
June  7.  He  defended  his  thesis  for  the 
doctorate  in  theology  and  patristic  sci- 
ences at  the  Istituto  Patristico  August- 
inianum  on  June  19.  The  title  of  his  the- 
sis is:  "Human  beings,  virtue  and  the 
restoration  of  God's  image  as  presented 


in  the  works  of  Didymus  the  Blind." 

Members  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute 
gathered  at  the  Abbey  on  Sunday,  June 
11,  for  Vespers,  a  lecture,  and  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Cuthbert  Allen  Award 
to  Abbot  Oscar  Burnett,  O.S.B.  for  his 
outstanding  work  in  ecumenism. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Donoughue  has 
retired  from  being  an  active  pastor.  A 
fine  celebration  marked  the  occasion  on 
June  10,  in  Wilmington,  NC.  Frs. 
Raymond  and  Kenneth  Geyer,  O.S.B. 
were  in  attendance. 

Later  this  summer  (July  24-August  5) 
Frs.  David  Kessinger,  Kieran  Nielson 
and  Lawrence  Willis,  O.S.B.  will  make 
the  annual  pilgrimage  to  Fatima, 
Portugal.  The  pilgrimage  will  be  led  by 
the  Rev.  Edmund  McCaffrey. 

Best  wishes  to  all  our  readers  for  a 
pleasant  summer. 


BELMONT  ABBEY,  BELMONT,  NC  28012-2795 

ADDRESS  CORRECTION  REQUESTED 


Non-Profit  Org. 

U.S.  Postage 

PAID 

Belmont,  NC 
Permit  No.  19 


3 


1881    MPni  INA  COLLECTION 

CHAPEL  HILL,  Nr-  *<-■ 


VOLUME  18  NO.  3 


AUTUMN  1995 


Abbot  Primate  Jerome  Theisem 

Abba!  Father! 


The  entire  Benedictine  world  was 
saddened  by  the  death  of  Abbot 
Primate  Jerome  Theisen  who  suf- 
fered a  heart  attack  and  died  in  a 
Rome  hospital  on  Sept.  11,  1995. 

Abbot  Jerome  came  to  St.  John's 
Abbey,  Collegeville,  MN  in  1949  and 
entered  the  novitiate  there  in  1951. 
He  made  solemn  profession  in  1955 
and  was  ordained  priest  in  1957.  In 
1979  he  was  elected  the  eight  abbot 
of  St.  John's  Abbey  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  he  was  elected 
seventh  abbot  primate  in  1992. 


His  many  activities  included 
teaching  theology  to  undergradu- 
ates and  graduates  mostly  at  St. 
John's  University  and  the  College  of 
Saint  Benedict.  He  was  also  the 
author  of  three  books  and  more 
than  three  dozen  scholarly  articles. 

As  abbot  primate,  he  presided 
over  the  Benedictine  international 
Collegio  di  Sant'  Anselmo  in  Rome 
and  acted  as  the  Benedictine  worlds' 
chief  representative  to  the  Holy  See. 
During  his  three  years  as  abbot  pri- 
mate, he  worked  to  strengthen  the 


operation  of  Collegio  di  Sant' 
Anselmo,  visited  Benedictine 
monastic  communities  throughout 
the  world,  and  sponsored  an  inter- 
national symposium  for  leaders  of 
the  congregations  of  Benedictine 
monastic  women. 

The  monks  of  Belmont  Abbey 
extend  heartfelt  condolences  to  the 
community  of  St.  John's  Abbey. 
Abbot  Jerome  will  be  remembered 
here  mostly  for  the  fine  retreat  he 
gave  our  community  in  May  of 
1991. 


Large  Crowd  Attends 
Homecoming  and  Inauguration 


More  than  500  alumni  and  par- 
ents attended  Belmont  Abbey 
College's  Homecoming  and  Parents' 
Weekend  October  13- 
15.  It  was  a  time  for 
renewing  old  acquain- 
tances and  making 
new  ones.  The  festivi- 
ties included  a  Friday 
night  reception  in 
Wheeler  Center,  a  bar- 
becue on  Saturday 
afternoon,  the  annual 
meeting  of  the 
National  Alumni 
Association,  a  banquet 
at  the  Sheraton  Plaza 
on  Saturday  evening 
and  the  inauguration 
of  Dr.  Robert  Preston 
as  13th.  president  of 
Belmont  Abbey 

College. 


At  Saturday's  banquet,  Dr. 
Michael  Reidy,  a  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Recreation  for  26 


Fr.  David  Kessinger.  O.S.B.  (left),  and  Mr.  Bob  Kelly  (center),  greet  Dr.  Robert 
Preston  during  homecoming  festivities. 


years,  was  roasted  and  toasted  by 
the  college.  Also  honored  was  Mrs. 
Jean  Moore,  beloved  professor  of 
English  who  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent this  past  year. 

The  alumni  associa- 
tion honored  Mr.  Larry 
Hartzel  as  outstanding 
alumnus  for  1995. 

The  inauguration  of 
the  president  at  11 
o'clock  Sunday  morn- 
ing was  planned  as  an 
al  fresco  celebration 
but  had  to  be  moved 
into  Wheeler  Athletic 
Center  because  of 
heavy  rain  the  previ- 
ous day.  The  text  of 
Dr.  Preston's  inaugural 
address  appears  else- 
where in  this  issue. 


Fear  of  the  Lord  Begets  Wisdom 


(The  following  is  the  address  given 
by  Dr.  Preston  on  the  occasion  of  his 
inauguration  as  president  of  Belmont 
Abbey  College.) 

The  psalmist  tells  us  that  the 
beginning  of  wisdom  is  fear  of  the 
Lord.  I  would  like  to  explore  briefly 
with  you  the  connection  between 
wisdom  and  fear.  It  sounds  strange 
to  our  ears  to  hear  that  fear  is  a  nec- 
essary condition  for  wisdom. 

We  must  first  ask:  what  does  fear 
mean  in  this  context?  What  kind  of 
fear  are  we  talking  about?  Is  it  the 
fear  we  experience  when  we  are  sud- 
denly confronted  with  a  life-threat- 
ening situation?  That  would  hardly 
seem  to  be  the  necessary  condition 
for  wisdom. 

It  would  seem  rather  that  the 
word  "fear"  has  changed  its  meaning 
over  time  and  no  longer  connotes 
the  psalmist's  true  meaning. 

Perhaps  we  get  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  psalmist's  meaning 
when  we  listen  to  the  words  of 
General  Colin  Powell  in  his  recent 
book  My  American  Journey  where- 
in he  writes:  :"A  sense  of  shame  is 
not  a  bad  moral  compass.  I  remem- 
ber how  easy  it  was  for  my  mother 
to  snap  me  back  into  line  with  a  sim- 
ple rebuke:  Tm  ashamed  of  you.  You 
embarrassed  the  family.'  I  would 
have  preferred  a  beating  to  these 
words." 

I  think  that  it  can  be  said  that 
General  Powell  respected  his  mother. 
He  possessed  a  filial  fear — a  fear  that 
a  son  has  that  he  might  disappoint 
his  mother,  embarrass  her,  or  make 
her  feel  shame  because  of  his 
actions. 

This  would  seem  to  be  close  to 
what  the  psalmist  is  telling  us.  If  we 
are  to  pursue  wisdom  or  seek  the 
truth,  it  begins  with  an  understand- 
ing of  our  relationship  to  God,  a  rela- 
tionship that  is  based  on  respect 
rather  than  the  abject  fear  of  suffer- 
ing some  god-awful  punishment,  a 
thunderbolt  from  the  heavens,  but 
rather  the  respect  that  exists 
between  two  persons  who  love  and 
have  regard  for  one  another.  The 
loving  husband  respects  his  wife  in 
the  sense  that  he  is  fearful  of  hurting 
her  feelings  or  of  damaging  the  bond 


of  trust  and  fidelity  that  ties  them 
together. 

The  beginning,  then,  of  the  pur- 
suit of  wisdom  is  that  we  respect  the 
Lord  in  the  sense  that  we  fear  that 
we  might  hurt  God  Almighty.  I 
think  that  the  psalmist  is  telling  us  a 
rather  mind-boggling  fact:  we  can 
hurt  God.  It  is  such  an  awesome 
thought.  We  can  hurt  God.  It  is  such 
an  awesome  thought  that  the 
psalmist  says  it  should  fill  us  with 
fear  born  out  of  respect. 

If  we  have  any  sense  at  all,  we 
should  keep  this  thought  upper-most 
in  our  minds.  We  should  live  in  the 
fear  of  offending  God,  not  because 
God  will  strike  us  down  for  our  inso- 
lence, but  because  God  has  high 
expectations  of  us  and  we  fear  to  dis- 
appoint Him.  This  is  the  sense  of 
shame  that  General  Powell  tells  us  is 
a  good  moral  compass. 

Now  if  this  fear  of  offending  God 
is  only  the  beginning  of  wisdom, 
what  is  it  that  leads  us  further  along 
the  path  towards  becoming  truly 
wise?  What  else  must  we  add  to  fear 
if  we  are  to  attain  to  full  under- 
standing? 

Pope  John  Paul  II  has  explored  this 
question  in  his  many  writings.  He 
asks  us  to  consider  that  if  we  are  to 
become  what  we  are  supposed  to 
become,  which  for  him  means  fully 
free  human 
beings,  two 
other  re- 
quirements 
are  neces- 
sary: the  first 
is  an  ade- 
quate grasp 
of  the  nature 
of  truth,  and 
the  second  is 
the  ability  to 
obey.  Thus, 
John  Paul 
adds  to 

respect  the 
notions  of 
truth  and 
obedience. 

The  pope 
is  fond  of  the 
scriptural 
passage  from 


the  Gospel  of  John  (8:32)  where 
Christ  says:  "The  truth  shall  make 
you  free." 

Now  what  is  this  truth  that  will 
make  us  free?  Without  getting 
bogged  down  in  the  deeper  realms  of 
theology  and  metaphysics,  let  us  say 
that  the  truth  referred  to  is  the  con- 
tent of  revelation  and  the  truths 
grounded  in  reality  and  grasped  by 
the  light  of  human  reason. 

But  what  is  of  interest  to  us  here  is 
the  connection  that  John  Paul  makes 
between  truth  and  freedom.  In  fact, 
he  says  that  there  are  three  compo- 
nents in  an  equation.  It  is:  truth  plus 
obedience  equals  freedom.  Let  us 
look  briefly  at  these  three  compo- 
nents. 

Truth:  Here  is  meant  the  content 
of  revelation  and  the  truths  discov- 
ered by  human  reason,  clarified 
through  the  theological  arguments 
that  comprise  the  Christian  intellec- 
tual tradition,  and  passed  on  through 
the  teaching  authority  of  the  Church. 

Obedience:  As  truth  is  the  object 
of  the  human  intellect,  so  the  seek- 
ing of  freedom  is  the  object  of  our 
volitional  nature.  What  the  pope 
argues  is  that  we  must  choose  to 
obey  the  truth  if  we  are  to  be  free. 
Lord  Acton,  following  Aristotle  and 
Aquinas,  said  that  freedom  is  "...not 
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CRESCAT  is  a  tri-annual  publica- 
tion of  the  Benedictine  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey.  All  rights  re- 
served. The  word  crescat  has  been 
connected  with  our  monastery  for 
most  of  her  history.  There  is 
a  tradition  that  Abbot  Leo. 
our  first  abbot,  was  walking 
one  day  in  front  of  the 
monastery  where  he  saw  a 
monk  about  to  cut  down  a 
small  cedar.   Abbot  Leo 
saved  the  tree  with  a  single 
word:  "Crescat!"  he  said — a  word 
that  means  "let  it  grow."  That 
phrase  became  our  motto:  and  that 
North  Carolina  cedar,  the  emblem 
of  our  foundation  here.  "Crescat"  is 


still  the  banner  under  which  our 
monks  work  today.  One  reason 
this  journal,  Crescat,  is  published  is 
to  solicit  funds  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chasing books  and  tapes  for  the 
monastery  library.  Contribu- 
tions also  assist  us  in  meeting 
expenses  accrued  in  issuing 
Crescat.  Each  offering  is  ap- 
preciated, and  donors  are 
gratefully  remembered  in  our 
prayers.    The   address    is 
Crescat,  Belmont  Abbey, 
Belmont.  North  Carolina  28012- 
2795-  Correspondence  and  inquiries 
regarding  CRESCAT  should  be 
addressed  to  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  editor. 
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Fear  of  the  Lord 

Continued  from  previous  page 

the  power  of  doing  what  we  like,  but 
the  right  of  doing  what  we  ought." 

To  recapitulate  quickly:  the  mes- 
sage from  the  Christian  tradition 
seems  to  be:  (1)  Wisdom  begins  with 
respect  for  the  Lord:  (2)  It  develops 


Abbot  Oscar  Burnett.  O.S.B.,  chancellor  (left),  and  Mr.  Robert  Gallagher, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  (right),  invest  Dr.  Preston  with  the 
presidential  medallion. 


through  the  discovery  of  the  truths 
as  found  in  revelation  and  in  reality; 
(3)  These  truths  must  be  obeyed,  and 
if  obeyed  will  lead  to  (4)  Freedom 
which  consists  in  doing  not  what  we 
want  to  do  but  what  God  wants  us 
to  do. 

I  think  it  was  St.  Augustine  who 


said  something  to  the  efTect  of  "Love 
God  and  do  what  you  want  to  do." 
And,  of  course,  Augustine  knew  that 
if  our  love  of  God  were  truly  enlight- 
ened, what  we  would  want  to  do  is 
exactly  what  God  wants  us  to  do. 

Now  I  know  that  it  must  sound 

oxymoronic  to  say  that  in  order  to  be 

free  we  must  fear  God,  be  restricted 

by  the  truth,  and  be  obedient  to  a 

certain  set  of 

^^^~~  teachings.    For 

-^*JB   £k  a    long    time 

now  we  have 

been  told  that 

freedom  means 

"to    do    one's 

own  thing,"  "to 

do  it  my  way," 

and  that  "no 

one  is  going  to 

tell  me  what  to 

do." 

However, 
there  seems  to 
be  a  slow  awak- 
ening that  this 
emphasis  on  a 
freedom  that 
does  not  accept 
guidance  nor  admit  any  responsibili- 
ty is  an  illusory  freedom.  It  is  the 
freedom  that  has  brought  us  an 
increase  in  crime,  drugs,  divorce,  dys- 
functional families,  pornography, 
abortion,  and  teen-age  pregnancies, 
to  name  but  a  few  on  the  short  list  of 
societal  ills. 


If  Belmont  Abbey  College  is  going 
to  continue  to  fulfill  its  mission,  it 
must  pass  on  the  wisdom  that  is  con- 
tained in  the  theory  of  the  Liberal 
Arts,  the  Catholic  intellectual  tradi- 
tion, and  the  spirit  of  the  Benedictine 
heritage. 

It  is  instructive  that  St.  Benedict 
begins  the  Holy  Rule  with  the  Latin 
word  auscultate,  which  is  translated 
as  "listen  carefully."  The  monk  must 
"listen"  to  his  abbot  through  whom 
God's  will  is  made  known.  It  is  this 
"listening"  that  grows  into  "hearing" 
(in  Latin  audire). 

We  must  teach  the  students  who 
come  to  our  college  that  they  must 
listen  carefully  in  order  to  learn. 
This  means  to  question  to  criticize 
and  to  clarify.  But  it  also  means  to 
respect  the  tradition  that  has  stood 
the  test  of  time,  and  to  realize  that 
there  are  truths  that  transcend  histo- 
ry and  are  always  and  everywhere 
valid. 

Let  us  close  our  examination 
which  began  with  the  psalmist's 
words  that  the  beginning  of  wisdom 
is  fear  of  the  Lord,  with  the  other 
words  of  the  psalmist  that  St. 
Benedict  quotes  in  the  prologue  of 
his  Rule:  "If  today  you  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts." 

And  let  us  end  this  talk  with  the 
words  from  Ecclesiastes; 

(7:9):  "Better  is  the  end  of  a  speech 
than  the  beginning." 


Who  is  That 
Partridge  in  the  Pear  Tree? 


With  the  Christmas  season  upon 
us,  we  will  be  hearing  Christmas  car- 
ols once  again  wherever  we  go.  One 
of  the  most  arresting  of  these  is  the 
well-known  The  Twelve  Days  of 
Christmas.  The  origin  of  this  carol  is 
rather  interesting. 

From  1558  to  1829  Roman 
Catholics  in  England  were  not 
allowed  to  practice  their  faith  openly. 
Someone  during  that  era  wrote  this 
carol  as  a  catechism  song  for  young 
Catholics.  It  has  two  levels  of  mean- 
ing: the  surface  meaning  plus  a  hid- 
den meaning  known  only  to  the 


Catholics  of  that  period.  Each  ele- 
ment in  the  carol  has  a  code  word  for 
a  religious  reality  which  the  children 
could  remember. 

The  partridge  in  a  pear  tree  was 
Jesus  Christ;  the  two  turtle  doves 
were  the  Old  and  New  Testaments; 
the  three  French  hens  stood  for 
faith,  hope  and  love-,  the  four  calling 
birds  were  the  four  gospels  of 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John;  the 
five  golden  rings  recalled  the  Torah 
or  Law,  the  first  five  books  of  the 
Old  Testament;  the  six  geese  a-laying 
stood  for  the  six  days  of  creation;  the 


seven  swans  a-swimming  represent- 
ed the  seven-fold  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  the  eight  maids  a-milking 
were  the  eight  Beatitudes;  the  nine 
ladies  dancing  were  the  nine  fruits  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  (Galatians  5);  the  ten 
lords  a-leaping  were  the  Ten 
Commandments;  the  eleven  pipers 
stood  for  the  eleven  faithful  disci- 
ples; and  finally,  the  twelve  drum- 
mers drumming  symbolized  the 
twelve  points  of  belief  in  the 
Apostle's  Creed. 
So  now  you  know. 


NEW  BOOKS 


IM 


If  you  have  always  wanted  to  delve  into 
the  spiritual  writings  of  St.  John  of  the  Cross, 
one  of  the  greatest  mystics  of  the  Church,  but 
have  always  felt  somewhat  intimidated  by 
the  complexity  and  depth  of  his  writing, 
Sister  Eileen  Lyddon's  book  Door  Through 
Darkness  is  for  you  (pub.  by  New  City  Press. 
ISBN:  1-56548-037-6  (pbk);  1-56548-044-9 
(cloth).  $9- 95.)  John's  undeniable  obscurity 
may  cause  modern  readers  to  question  how 
or  why  they  should  proceed,  but  the  author's 
fine  Introduction  does  much  to  explain  John's 
basic  concepts  thereby  making  John's 
thought  readily  accessible  to  everyone, 
whether  they  are  gifted  intellectually  or  spiri- 
tually or  not.  Highly  recommended. 

In  her  book  Meetings  with  Mary:  Visions 
of  the  Blessed  Mother  (Ballantine  Hardcover, 
ISBN:0-345-39124-l,  $18.50)  Janice  Connell 


chronicles  the  apparitions  and  messages  of 
the  Blessed  Mother  from  Elijah's  vision  of 
Mary  eight  hundred  years  before  her  birth  to 
the  world-famous  children  of  Medjugorje. 
The  book  evidences  careful  research  and  an 
engaging  style.  Copious  endnotes  and  exten- 
sive bibliography.  Recommended. 

Just  in  time  for  Christmas  comes  Johann 
M.  Moser's  O  Holy  Night,  probably  the  most 
extensive  anthology  of  Christmas  poetry 
available  today.  (Pub.  by  Sophis  Institute 
Press,  ISBN:0-9 18477-24-7,  hardcover,  $20.) 
The  selections  range  from  Virgil  to  Robert 
Southwell  and  include  more  than  twenty  oth- 
er poets.  This  book  would  make  a  lovely  gift 
for  the  poetry  enthusiast  in  your  family.  It  is 
beautifully  printed  and  handsomely  bound. 
Highly  recommended  for  enjoyable  reading 
and  meditation. 


r 


Mrs.  Helen  Preston,  wife  of  the  president, 
enjoys  homecoming  festivities  with  some  of 
her  children. 


Can  Yo 
Help? 


In  this  issue  of  Crescat  we  enclose 
a  post-paid  envelope  for  your  contri- 
bution. We  make  this  appeal  just 
once  a  year  and  funds  go  for  the 
support  and  development  of  our 
Monastery  Library.  This  year  all 
donations  received  will  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  a  computer  which 
will  replace  the  card  catalogue.  This 
will  enable  us  eventually  to  link  up 
with  the  college  library  and  vice 
versa. 

We  ask  that  you  be  particularly 
generous  and  we  thank  you  for  your 
support.  All  contributions  will  be 
acknowledged  by  your  editor.  Your 
contribution  is  also  tax  deductible. 
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Monastery  as  Apostolic  Community 


■" """^n  t  times  the  question  of 

A      the  difference  between 
ordinary  religious  life  and 
^^^      monastic  life  arises.  There 

is  a  real  distinction  on  a 

number  of  issues,  not  the  least  of 
which  are  the  vows  we  pronounce  as 
monks.  In  chapter  58,  for  instance,  St. 
Benedict  makes  no  mention  of  vows 
of  chastity  or  poverty,  two  vows 
which  are  regularly  pronounced  by 
religious  communities.  Nor  are  these 
two  items  mentioned  in  the  official 
vow  formula  of  the  American-Cassinese 
Congregation.  Of  course  it  is  under- 
stood that  celibacy  is  a  condition  sine 
qua  non  of  monastic  life,  and  commu- 
nity of  goods  rather  than  a  vow  of 
poverty  is  required  for  monastic  life. 

In  more  modern  times  religious 
orders  have  tended  to  distinguish 
between  communities  devoted  to  the 
contemplative  life  and  those  devoted 
to  the  so-called  apostolic  life.  Frankly, 
I  see  this  as  a  wrong  way  of  distin- 
guishing the  character  of  communi- 
ties. If  we  must  make  such  distinc- 
tions would  it  not  be  better  to  do  so 
on  the  basis  of  active  and  contempla- 
tive? It  would  seem  preferable  to 
reserve  the  word  apostolic  for  the 
reality  it  originally  designated.  Let 
me  explain. 

The  biblical  model  for  the  monas- 
tic community  has  been  found  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Chapter  2:42-47: 
These  remained  faithful  to 
the  teaching  of  the  apostles,  to 
the  brotherhood,  to  the  break- 
ing of  bread  and  to  the  prayers. 
And  everyone  was  filled  with 
awe;  the  apostles  worked 
many  signs  and  miracles.  All 
who  shared  the  faith  owned 
everything  in  common;  they 
sold  their  goods  and  posses- 
sions and  distributed  the  pro- 
ceeds among  themselves 
according  to  what  each  one 
needed.  Each  day,  with  one 
heart,  they  regularly  went  to 
the  Temple  but  met  in  their 
houses  for  the  breaking  of 
bread;  they  shared  their  food 
gladly  and  generously;  they 
praised  God  and  were  looked 
up  to  by  everyone.  Day  by  day 
the  Lord  added  to  their  com- 
munity those  destined  to  be 
saved. 


Two  chapters  later  in  the  Acts 
(4:32-35)  the  Christian  community  is 
once  again  described: 

The  whole  group  of  believ- 
ers was  united,  heart  and  soul; 
no  one  claimed  ownership  of 
any  possessions,  as  everything 
they  owned  was  held  in  com- 
mon. The  apostles  continued 
to  testify  to  the  resurrection  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  with  great  pow- 
er, and  they  were  all  accorded 
great  respect.  None  of  their 
members  was  ever  in  want,  as 
all  those  who  owned  land  or 
houses  would  sell  them,  and 
bring  the  money  from  the  sale 
of  them,  to  present  it  to  the 
apostles;  it  was  then 
distributed  to  any  who  might 
be  in  need. 

Benedict  inherits  this  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  biblical  model  for  communi- 
ty from  earlier  monastic  writers 
including  John  Cassian.  Without 
excluding  elements  of  the  early 
Christian  community  that  would 
apply  to  the  ordinary  life  of  Christians 
of  his  day,  Benedict  saw  certain  ele- 
ments of  the  early  community  as  fit- 
ting the  specifically  monastic  manner 
of  living  out  the  Christian  life.  For 
instance,  there  are  four  identifiable 
elements  that  seem  clearly  applicable: 
1)  faithfulness  to  the  teaching  of  the 
apostles;  2)  faithfulness  to  the  broth- 
erhood; 3)  faithfulness  to  the  breaking 
of  bread  (eucharist);  4)  faithfulness  to 
the  prayers — to  be  interpreted  as  the 
daily  Temple  or  synagogue  prayers  of 
those  devoted  to  praising  God. 

One  doesn't  have  to  read  much 
further  in  New  Testament  writings  to 
discover  that  this  "ideal"  early 
Christian  community  didn't  always 
live  according  to  the  plan  outlined 
here.  Yet  the  model  did  become  the 
goal  of  monastic  communities  and 
this  can  be  discovered  in  The  Rule  of 
Saint  Benedict  by  the  many  refer- 
ences to  the  Acts  that  we  find  in 
The  Rule. 

Benedict  will  refer  to  "never 
swerving  from  his  (the  Lord's)  instruc- 
tions..." (Prol.  50),  which  reminds  us 
of  what  the  Acts  says  about  faithful- 
ness "to  the  teaching  of  the  apostles" 
(Acts  2:42).  Or,  when  he  teaches  us 
about  Monks  and  Private  Ownership 
(Chapter  33),  he  says  that  "no  one 
may  presume  to  give,  receive  or  retain 


anything  as  his  own,  nothing  at  all. . . 
For  their  needs,  they  are  to  look  to 
the  father  of  the  monastery,  and  are 
not  allowed  anything  which  the  abbot 
has  not  given  or  permitted.  All  things 
should  be  the  common  possession  of 
all,  as  it  is  written,  so  that  no  one  pre- 
sumes to  call  anything  his  own  (Acts 
4:32). "Also,  in  Chapter  34  he  quotes 
Acts  4:35;  "It  is  written:  Distribution 
was  made  to  each  one  as  he  had  need" 
(Also,  Acts  2:44).  This  same  verse  is 
quoted  in  Chapter  55  on  The  Clothing 
and  Footwear  of  the  Brothers.  The 
many  words  Benedict  expends  on 
community  prayer  surely  have  refer- 
ence to  the  practice  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  too. 

Early  Christian  writers  generally 
referred  to  monastic  life  as  the  "apos- 
tolic life,"  not  making  a  distinction 
between  apostolic  and  contemplative 
as  though  apostolic  was  equivalent  to 
active.  The  apostolic  life  was  that  life 
characterized  by  the  words  omnes 
pariter  (Acts  2:44),  or  life  all  together. 


words  that  Benedict  would  have  been 
familiar  with  from  the  old  Vulgate 
Latin  bible  rendition  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.  There  are  many  references 
to  this  in  The  Rule  of  Saint  Benedict. 
For  instance,  Benedict  tells  us  that  "in 
community...  prayer  should  always 
be  brief;  and  when  the  superior  gives 
the  signal,  all  should  rise  together 
{pariter)  and  thus  be  united  in  peace1' 
(RB  53:4).  And  finally  he  tells  us  in  the 
chapter  on  The  Good  Zeal  of  Monks, 
"Let  them  prefer  nothing  whatever  to 
Christ,  and  may  he  bring  us  all  togeth- 
er [omnes  pariter)  to  everlasting  life" 
(RB  72:1  If). 

The  significance  of  all  this  is  that 
Benedict  is  quite  conscious  that  the 
way  he  is  establishing  the  cenobitc 
life  has  a  direct  relationship  to  the 
model  given  in  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.  It  would  seem  to  me,  then, 
that  the  meaning  of  our  life  in  the 
cenobium  can  be  enlightened  for  us 
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™™j]  s  usual,  much  has  tran- 

A      spired  at  Belmont  Abbey 
since  our  last  issue  went 

^^^      to  press. 

To     begin,     Prior 

Arthur  Pendelton,  O.S.B.  attended 
the  meeting  of  Benedictine  priors  of 
the  united  States  and  the  Americas  at 
New  Subiaco  Abbey,  Arkansas,  from 
Nov.  9  to  13.  Dr.  Nathan  Mitchell  pre- 
sented a  workshop  on  "Ritual 
Strategies  in  the  Rule  of  Benedict." 

The  monastery  hosted  a  reception 
for  the  Gallagher  family  on  Dec.  18, 
after  the  new  statue  of  St.  Benedict, 
commissioned  by  them,  was  formally 
blessed  and  dedicated.  This  fine 
bronze  sculpture  now  graces  the  main 
floor  of  the  monastery,  directly  oppo- 
site the  entrance  foyer.  On  either  side 
of  the  sculpture  are  beautifully  framed 
quotations  from  the  Holy  Rule.  A 
dedication  plaque  occupies  space  on 
the  wall  directly  opposite.  We  are 
very  proud  of  and  grateful  for  this 
exquisite  work  of  art. 


In  January  (13-17)  Fr.  Placid 
Solari,  O.S.B.,  subprior  and 
novicemaster,  motored  to  St. 
Meinrad  Archabbey  in  Indiana  to 
attend  the  third  Saint  Meinrad 
Monastic  Forum.  This  program, 
sponsored  by  the  Saint  Meinrad 
School  of  Theology,  brings  togeth- 
er Benedictine  and  Cistertian  men 
and  women  from  communities 
across  the  United  States  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  topics  of  contemporary 
relevance  to  monastic  life.  The 
program  this  year  was  entitled 
"Vision  and  Leadership  in 
Monastic  life"  and  was  presented 
by  Fr.  Eugene  Hensell,  O.S.B.,  the 
president-rector  of  St.  Meinrad 
College  and  School  of  Theology. 

About  70  of  Belmont  Abbey's 
Atlanta  area  alumni  received  Dr. 
Preston  on  January  19  at  a  recep- 
tion at  the  Dunwoody  Country  Club 
in  Atlanta.  Fr.  John  Oetgen,  O.S.B. 
represented  the  monastery  at  this 
gathering. 


This  winter  has  been  somewhat 
unusual  for  the  amount  of  snow  and 
ice  we  have  experienced  in  the  region. 
On  Feb.  2  an  ice  storm  knocked  out 


the  electric  power  of  about  340,000 
homes  in  the  Charlotte  area.  The 
monastery  was  without  power  and 
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by  attending  to  the  intent  of  St. 
Benedict  and  his  understanding  of 
what  the  Acts  is  saying  to  us.  Ours  is 
an  apostolic  life  style  because  it  is 
community!  Or,  another  way  of  say- 
ing it  might  be  that  to  live  a  Christian 
community  life  is  a  message  that 
might  be  termed  apostolic.  The  life 
itself  is  the  message  because  it  centers 
on  Christ  those  who  live  the  life.  To 
be  centered  on  Christ  is  to  be  recon- 
ciled with  one  another.  A  reconciled 
community  life  is  a  practical  proclama- 
tion to  the  world  that  the  love  of  God 
is  available  to  all  who  would  be  recon- 
ciled to  their  brothers  and  sisters  if 
they  too  would  embrace  Christ. 

In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  we  are 
told  that  the  community  went  daily  to 
the  Temple  "with  one  heart"  (Acts 
2:46).  Thirty  times  in  The  Rule  of 
Saint  Benedict  do  we  find  the  word 
heart  used.  It  is  used  in  contexts  that 
include  a  "listening"  heart  to  an 
"obdurate"  or  "hard"  heart.  But  gener- 
ally what  it  means  when  used  by  St. 
Benedict  is  the  innermost  core  of 
one's  being  where  we  embrace  that 
which  is  dearest  to  us — either  the 
love  of  God  or  self-will.  When  a  com- 
munity is  made  up  of  people  whose 
preference  is  for  Christ  above  all  else 
(Cf.  RB  72:11),  they  necessarily  must 
live  the  life  "with  one  heart." 

Sometimes  we  feel  ourselves  to  be 
in  opposition  to  those  orders  and  con- 
gregations that  consider  themselves 


expressions  of  the  ministry  called  to 
the  apostolate.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  to  denigrate  the  call  to  ministry 
that  we  as  monks  have  received. 
Perhaps  what  Benedict  says  to  and 
about  the  abbot  should  be  applied  to 
the  whole  monastic  community  as 
well:  "He  [the  abbot]  is  believed  to 
hold  the  place  of  Christ  in  the  commu- 
nity. ...  He  must  point  out  to  them  all 
that  is  good  and  holy  more  by  exam- 
ple than  by  words,  proposing  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  to  recep- 
tive disciples  with  words,  but  demon- 
strating God's  instructions  to  the 
stubborn  and  the  dull  by  a  living 
example"  (RB  2:2,12).  The  monastic 
community,  like  the  abbot,  is  a  sign  of 
Christ  present  in  the  world;  and 
though  explicit  preaching  and  teach- 
ing are  certainly  not  foreign  to  the 
history  of  monasticism,  Of  far  greater 
importance  has  been  the  witness  of 
people  living  in  peace  in  communities 
of  reconciliation. 

How  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is 
when  people  live  in  unity!"  (Psalm 
133).  Community  is  the  place  where 
the  gospel  is  visible,  where  mutual 
forgiveness  is  made  concrete,  where 
the  service  of  love  to  one  another 
manifests  Christ  still  with  us.  As 
important  as  parochial  ministry  or 
preaching  or  teaching  might  be,  for 
monks  the  message  is  only  as  good  as 
their  willingness  to  seek  God  together 
in  mutual  love  and  forgiveness. 


Though  we  are  sometimes  painfully 
imperfect  may  we  "never  lose  hope  in 
God's  mercy"  (RB  4:74). 

Health  in  the  human  body  is  a 
complex  matter  of  elements  working 
together  in  proper  balance  and  order. 
St  Paul  in  his  first  letter  to  the 
Corinthians  uses  the  model  of  the 
body  to  explain  something  of  the 
mystery  of  the  Church.  Finally,  all 
things  in  the  body  must  work  togeth- 
er to  be  healthy.  Obviously  this 
applies  to  the  monastic  community 
with  its  varied  parts  just  a  it  applies  to 
the  whole  Church  with  it  various 
parts.  But  it  applies,  too,  to  the  entire 
human  population.  Insofar  as  we  in 
community  become  fully  what  we  are 
as  monastic  community  do  we  con- 
tribute to  the  health  of  the  body  of 
the  Church  and  the  body  of  humanity 
as  well.  Our  apostolic  community  life 
becomes  our  apostolate  to  the  Church 
and  to  humanity  in  our  faithful  living 
out  of  what  it  means  to  live  omnes 
pariter,  all  together  in  the  endeavor  to 
seek  God  by  belonging  to  a  monastery 
where  we  serve  under  a  rule  and  an 
abbot  (RB  1:2). 

Possibly  there  is  more  meaning 
than  first  meets  the  eye  in  Paul's  state- 
ment: "You  are  not  your  own  proper- 
ty, then;  you  have  been  bought  at  a 
price.  So  use  your  body  for  the  glory 
of  God"  (1  Cor  6:20).  If  the  guarding  of 
the  physical  body  from  immorality  is 
of  importance  to  Paul,  is  it  not  also 


important  to  recognize  the  interde- 
pendence we  have  with  one  another 
and  with  the  world  of  the  spiritual 
health  of  the  world  body  of  people? 
And  doesn't  St.  Benedict  recognize 
this  when  he  speaks  of  the  election  of 
an  abbot?  He  says: 

May  God  forbid  that  a 
whole  community  should  con- 
spire to  elect  a  man  who  goes 
along  with  its  own  evil  ways. 
But  if  it  does,  and  if  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese  or  the  abbots  or 
Christians  in  the  area  come  to 
know  of  these  evil  ways  to 
any  extent,  they  must  block 
the  success  of  this  wicked 
conspiracy,  and  set  a  worthy 
steward  in  charge  of  God's 
house  (RB  64:3-5). 
Benedict  had  that  awareness,  that 
so  many  monks  have  had,  of  the  true 
role  of  monastic  life  in  the  life  of  the 
Church.  The  omnes  pariter  of  The 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  of  The  Rule 
of  Saint  Benedict  might  make  us 
aware,  too.  of  the  role  each  communi- 
ty plays  in  the  life  of  the  local  church 
simply  by  its  faithful  presence  to  and 
support  of  one  another  in  seeking 
God  by  a  monastic  manner  of  life. 

Abbot  Timothy  Kelly,  O.S.B. 
St.  John's  Abbey 
Collegeville,  MN 


Restoring  the  Soul  of  a  Church: 
Healing  Congregations  Wounded  by 
Clergy  Sexual  Misconduct.  Edited  by 
Nancy  Myer  Hopkins  and  Mark 
Laaser.  The  Liturgical  Press, 
Collegeville  MN,  1995,  $19.95. 
ISBN:  0-8146-2333-6. 

When  pastors  or  other  church 
ministers  become  involved  with  sexu- 
al misconduct  of  any  kind,  they 
betray  the  trust  of  their  congregations 
and  damage  or  destroy  their  collective 
soul.  Pastors  must  be  above  sexual 
involvement  with  anyone  to  preserve 
the  trust  of  their  church  members. 
The  primary  victims  are  the  person  or 
persons  involved  in  this  misconduct. 
But  the  secondary  victims  are  all 
those  who  look  to  the  pastor  for  spiri- 
tual direction  and  to  hear  the  word  of 
God  proclaimed.  These  secondary  vic- 
tims are  the  relatives,  friends,  and 
members  of  the  congregation,  too 


numerous  to  mention.  They  are  like 
the  molecules  of  a  pond  disturbed  by 
a  rock  thrown  into  the  water.  Sexual 
misconduct  by  a  church  minister 
betrays  the  trust  of  the  person 
involved  and  the  whole  congregation. 

This  paperback  volume  shows 
how  the  wider  community  and  suc- 
cessive pastors  are  adversely  affected 
in  their  spiritual  journey  by  the  sexual 
misconduct  of  a  pastor  which  may 
have  taken  place  in  the  present  or  in 
the  far  remote  past.  The  effects  of  the 
misconduct  are  interminable. 

For  all  too  long,  church  leaders 
have  tended  to  cover  up  the  sexual 
abuse  by  sweeping  the  abuse  under 
the  carpet.  It  is  now  time  to  publicly 
face  the  realities  of  life  with  truth, 
honesty,  confrontation,  and  healing 
so  as  to  put  the  sordid  affair  to  rest. 

Restoring  the  Soul  of  a  Church 
meets  head  on  the  trauma  experi- 


enced by  both  the  primary  and  sec- 
ondary victims  of  sexual  abuse  by  a 
church  minister.  Feelings  of  anger, 
shame,  and  resentment,  if  not 
addressed,  will  fester  and  lead  to 
church  conflicts  for  years  to  come. 
The  church  must  address  these  issues 
for  the  sake  of  justice  and  spiritual 
healing  both  for  the  perpetrator  and 
for  the  victims,  These  thirteen  essays 
dealing  with  all  aspects  of  sexual 
misconduct  by  church  officials  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  laity  and 
church  officials  alike,  the  healing 
process  is  long  and  laborious  and  is 
the  responsibility  of  all  church 
members  of  good  will. 

-Raymond  Geyer,  O.S.B. 

What  Jesus  Saw  from  the  Cross, 

by  A.G.  Sertillanges.  Sophia  Institute 
Press,  1996,  Hardback,  $17. 
ISBN:  918477-25-5. 


What  Jesus  Saw  from  the  Cross 
is  an  unabashedly  devotional  work, 
written  largely  to  deepen  the  Lenten 
meditations  of  the  Christian  faithful. 
Yet  it  relies  heavily  on  findings  of 
archaeologists  and  historians  to 
refine — and  at  times  correct — the 
image  of  Jesus  familiar  from  2000 
years  of  tradition. 

The  results  can  be  shocking. 
Sertillanges  isn't  afraid  to  dismiss 
pious  but  false  conceptions.  His  use  of 
archaeological  and  historical  data 
leads  him  to  present  a  picture  of  the 
Crucifixion  in  many  ways  different 
from  what  we're  familiar  with. 

Both  New  York's  Cardinal  John 
O'Connor  and  Mother  Teresa  of 
Calcutta  have  praised  this  book  for 
enabling  the  reader  to  enter  right  into 
the  Heart  of  Jesus  during  His  passion. 


Thank  You  Very  Much! 

Thanks  to  our  generous  donors,  the  monastery  library  now  has 
a  new  computer  and  the  card  catalogue  has  been  transferred  to  it. 
We  have  nicknamed  the  computer  "Ben"  and  he's  up  and  running. 
The  list  of  donors  follows: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clarence  Allen,  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Amory,  Jr., 
Ms.  Margarete  Anderson.  Ms.  Margaret  Burnett,  Ms.  Rita  B.  Casey, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Cherry,  Mrs.  Mary  Cook,  Ms.  Nancy  Cunningham, 
Mrs.  Edith  B.  Darwin,  Mr.  S  Mrs.  Donald  De  Santo,  Rev.  Robert 
Diegelman,  Mr.  Bernard  S.  Donner,  Rev.  Andrew  T.  Doris, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hollis  E.  Dunn,  Ms.  Catherine  Eskridge,  Bishop  Joseph 
Lennox  Federal,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Humbert  Fernandez,  Mr.  S  Mrs.  Mark 
Fox,  Mrs.  June  Gallagher,  Mr.  John  M.  Gassaway,  Mrs.  Marian  F. 
George,  Mr.  Francis  W.  Gerardi,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  F.  Gillis, 
Mr.  Anthony  L.  Giordano,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Hammer,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Barry  Henfey,  Mr.  Larry  Home,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Howard,  Ms.  Natalie 
Huffstatler,  Ms.  Kathleen  M.  Hughes,  Mr.  A.W.  Ingraham, 
Ms.  Florence  Istanich,  Ms.  Thelma  C.  Jhones,  Ms.  Joan  Keefe, 
Mr.  Robert  Kelly,  Ms.  Sally  M.  Kirk,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Lawing, 
Mr.  Richard  Ledonne  Sr.,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Patrick  Lee,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Richard  Lenon,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Masotti,  Mrs.  Marjorie 
McDermott,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Francis  X.  McNally,  Mrs.  Johanna  Mims, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Monahan,  Dr.  John  E.  Moses,  Mr.  &  Mrs  Anthony 
Muller,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Murphy,  Mr.  William  H.  Myers, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Selato  Natole,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  Nichols,  Mr.  Roger 
Niosi,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  O'Keefe,  Mr.  J.  F.  Patterson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John 
Pesackis,  Mr.  Conrad  Pogorzelski,  Mrs.  Helen  Preston,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Edward  J.  Ransel,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Riordan,  Msgr.  John  Roueche, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Rowan,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Sailstad, 
Mrs.  William  Samson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alfred  Sauerborn,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Frank  Schaefer,  Mr.  Charles  Sheedy,  Mrs.  Beth  L.  Smith,  Mr.  Hana 
Kelly  Somey,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Sost.  Ms.  Emma  Van  Winkelhof, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bernard  Vollkommer,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Will,  Mr. 
John  T.  Willis,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melvin  Zajas,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Franz  Zimmer. 
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CRESCAT  is  a  tri-annual  publica- 
tion of  the  Benedictine  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey.  All  rights  re- 
served. The  word  crescat  has  been 
connected  with  our  monastery  for 
most  of  her  history.  There  is 
a  tradition  that  Abbot  Leo, 
our  first  abbot,  was  walking 
one  day  in  front  of  the 
monastery  where  he  saw  a 
monk  about  to  cut  down  a 
small  cedar.  Abbot  Leo 
saved  the  tree  with  a  single 
word:  "Crescat!"  he  said — a 
that  means  "let  it  grow." 
phrase  became  our  motto:  and  that 
North  Carolina  cedar,  the  emblem 
of  our  foundation  here.  "Crescat"  is 


word 
That 


still  the  banner  under  which  our 
monks  work  today.  One  reason 
this  journal,  Crescat,  is  published  is 
to  solicit  funds  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chasing books  and  tapes  for  the 
monastery  library.  Contribu- 
tions also  assist  us  in  meeting 
expenses  accrued  in  issuing 
Crescat.  Each  offering  is  ap- 
preciated, and  donors  are 
gratefully  remembered  in  our 
prayers.  The  address  is 
Crescat,  Belmont  Abbey. 
Belmont.  North  Carolina  28012- 
2795-  Correspondence  and  inquiries 
regarding  CRESCAT  should  be 
addressed  to  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B..  editor. 
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heat  for  24  hours.  We  managed  to  sur- 
vive with  only  minor  inconvenience. 
(Some  places  in  the  area  had  to  do  with- 
out power  for  about  a  week!) 

The  annual  workshop  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Belmont  Abbey  College 
was  held  at  the  Wyndham  Garden  Hotel 
in  Charlotte  the  weekend  of  Jan.  26. 
Attending  were  monastic  trustees  Fr. 
Placid  Solari,  O.S.B.,  Fr.  Raphael 
Bridge,  O.S.B.,  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  Fr.  David  Brown,  O.S.B.,  and 
Bro.  Paul  Shanley,  O.S.B.  Dr.  Preston, 
president  of  the  college,  delivered  an 
address  on  the  History  and  tradition  of 
the  Liberal  Arts  and  Fr.  Placid  followed 
it  with  a  paper  on  the  Catholic 
Intellectual  Tradition  and  Benedictine 
Heritage. 

We  note  with  interest  that  a  scholar- 
ship in  honor  of  Fr.  Matthew  McSorley, 
O.S.B,  has  been  established  at 
Benedictine  High  School  in  Savannah, 
Georgia,  by  alumni  of  that  institution. 
Fr.  Matthew  taught  at  Benedictine  in 
Savannah  in  1951-1952. 


St.  Benedict's  Day  (March  21)  will  be 
celebrated  this  year  with  the  usual 
pomp  and  ceremony.  Abbot  Bernard 
Johnson,  O.C.S.O.  of  the  monastery  of 
Our  Lady  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Conyers 
GA,  will  be  among  our  honored  guests. 
He  will  deliver  the  homily  at  the  Mass. 

Our  annual  community  retreat  this 
year  will  be  held  May  20-24.  Abbot- 
emeritus  James  Jones  of  Conception 
Abbey,  Missouri,  will  be  the  retreat- 
master. 

Fr,  Paschal  Baumstein's  biography 
of  Bishop  Leo  Haid  (My  Lord  of 
Belmont)  is  now  available  in  a  paper- 
back edition. 

Your  editor  and  the  whole  commu- 
nity of  Belmont  Abbey  extends  to  all 
our  readers  best  wishes  for  a  happy  and 
holy  Easter.  We  have  invited  men  of  the 
area  to  make  a  retreat  in  the  monastery 
from  Holy  Thursday  to  Easter  Sunday. 
For  further  information  give  Fr.  Placid 
Solari,  O.S.B..  a  call  at  (704)  825-6702. 


The  monks  of  Belmont  Abbey  invite  you  to  share  our  hospitality 
for  the  week  of  August  11-16,  1996. 

Experience  Benedictine  monastic  life  first-hand.  Let  us  share  our 
time,  our  meals,  our  prayer.  For  single  Catholic  men  19  to  29. 
Without  cost  or  obligation. 

For  more  information,  contact,  Vocation  Director,  Belmont  Abbey, 
Belmont,  NC  28012  or  call  1-800-743-6681. 
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Founder's  Day  Celebrated  With  Multiple  Events 


II  elmont  Abbey  marked 
^v  the  120th  anniversary 
^^k  of  its  founding  with  a 
•^B  full  slate  of  activities 
I  on  Monday,  April  22. 
VKT  The  activities  included 
a  Convocation  at  11  A.M.  with  Fr. 
David  Turner,  O.S.B.,  delivering  an 
address  entitled  "Something  More 
Than  'More  Talk.'"  Fr.  David,  a  monk 
of  St.  Procopius  Abbey,  is  director  of 
institutional  mission  and  research  at 
Benedictine  University,  Lisle,  IL. 

Fr.  David's  address,  generously 
researched  and  peppered  with  abun- 
dant quotations  from  pertinent 
sources,  addressed  the  question: 
What  constitutes  significant  learning 
for  students  at  a  Catholic,  Benedictine, 
liberal-arts  college? 

Ideally  the  institution  will  have  an 
official  statement  of  its  mission, 
wherein  the  college  articulates  its  pur- 
pose and  ambitions  as  well  as  the  rele- 


vance of  its  Catholic/Benedictine/liber- 
al-arts character.  That  mission  state- 
ment must  be  invested  with  urgency, 
though,  if  it  is  to  have  merit  and 
impact.  The  Benedictine,  "by  its  very 
life  and  conviction,"  said  Fr.  David, 
must  not  hesitate  to  "set  a  specific  set 
of  values  and  principles  before  those 
who  come  to  share  its  life."  The  stu- 
dent, as  he  grows  in  understanding 
and  as  his  spirit  is  cultivated  and 
matures,  should  embrace  and  partici- 
pate in  the  dynamic  of  his  college's 
character,  inculcating  its  values  and 
expressing  those  values  in  the  full 
breadth  of  their  implications  and 
applications. 

Part  of  this  effort  involves  the  tra- 
ditional Benedictine  ambition  to  be 
different  from,  rather  than  to  conform 
to,  popular  culture  and  values.  The 
faculty  of  a  Benedictine  college  pre- 
pares it  "students  to  be  different  in 
our  contemporary  world."  To  effect 


this,  Fr.  David  suggests,  it  might  be 
worthwhile  to  appeal  to  the  principles 
of  Thomas  H.  Groome.  Groome  pro- 
poses a  vision  of  "shared  praxis" 
wherein  a  distinctly  principled  educa- 
tional effort  is  translated  into  practica- 
ble standards  of  living.  "A  Benedictine 
college  should  have  students  incorpo- 
rate into  their  lives  the  values  identi- 
fied in  its  mission  statement."  Yet  for 
this  to  happen,  he  warns,  the  school's 
values  "would  have  to  be  present  in 
the  curriculum  as  well  as  in  the  pro- 
gram of  campus  life."  Principle  and 
praxis  must  work  harmoniously  and 
in  tandem. 

This  is,  then,  not  just  a  matter  of 
instructing,  but  of  "bring[ing]  our 
[Catholic  and  Benedictine]  gift  to  a 
world  in  need...challeng[ing]  those 
whom  we  influence  to  visualize  the 
ways  in  which  the  values  we  espouse 
can  be  expressed  in  their  lives."  This 
demands  that  the  Benedictine  college 


"attempt  to  engage  the  'whole  being'  of 
our  students,  faculty,  staff,  and 
friends,  to  get  them  to  articulate  how 
it  is  that  they  act  in  time  and  in  place." 
Thus  "all  these  elements  which  we 
cherish  will,  with  hope  and  prayer, 
become  lived  elements  that  will  allow 
our  students  to  move  from  the  colle- 
giate community  and  influence  a 
world  in  need."  A  fragmented  effort, 
divorcing  principle  from  praxis,  will 
never  articulate  or  allow  assimilation 
of  the  values  whereupon  the  Catholic. 
Benedictine,  liberal-arts  college  exists. 

Other  events  of  the  day  included  a 
picnic  along  Abbey  Lane,  solemn 
Vespers  in  the  Abbey  Church,  fol- 
lowed by  a  reception  in  the  monastery 
courtyard,  and  a  concert  by  the 
Belmont  Abbey  Woodwind  Quintet. 

All  events  were  well  attended  by 
students,  faculty,  invited  guests,  and 
friends  of  Belmont  Abbey. 


COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATES 
PRIOR'S  50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


The  psalmist's  axiom  "How  good  it 
is  when  brothers  and  sisters  dwell 
together  in  unity"  has  been  validated 
by  the  Very  Reverend  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  who  is  celebrating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  his  monastic  profession 
as  a  monk  of  Belmont  Abbey.  Fr. 
Kenneth  mentioned  to  Abbot  Oscar 
Burnett,  O.S.B.,  when  asked  to  list  his 
various  jobs  and  activities  during  his 
monastic  career,  "Use  whatever  you 
want  in  your  article  for  Crescat,  but 
surely  the  most  important  is  the  last 
one  listed:  a  monk  for  fifty  years."  The 
exact  date  of  Fr.  Kenneth's  monastic 
profession  is  July  11,  1946,  but  celebra- 
tions began  during  the  course  of  the 
monastery's  annual  retreat  at  the 
Abbey  with  a  scrumptious  dinner  host- 
ed by  the  community  on  May  22,  1996 
in  the  refectory. 

At  the  dinner  Fr.  Kenneth  was  hon- 
ored for  his  fifty  years  of  dedicated  ser- 
vice to  the  monastery  and  Fr.  David 


Brown,  O.S.B.,  was  lauded  on  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  monas- 
tic profession. 

Abbot  Oscar  offered  a  toast:  "We, 
your  fellow  monks,  rejoice  with  you,  Fr. 
Kenneth  and  Fr.  David,  as  you  celebrate 
the  golden  and  silver  jubilees,  respec- 
tively, of  your  consecration  as  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey. 
God,  who  began 
this  work  in 
you,  has  cer- 
tainly brought 
it  to  fulfillment. 
Alleluia.  We 
congratulate 
you  on  this 
superb  and  holy 
achievement 
and  we  felici- 
tate you  as  you 
celebrate  this 
observance  of 
your  fifty  and 
twenty-five 
years  of  service 
to  the  Church, 
to  Belmont 
Abbey,  and  to 
the  American- 
Cassinese 
Congregation  of  the  Order  of  Saint 
Benedict.  Your  fidelity  and  good  zeal 
have  been  superb,  so  will  your  crowns 


Rev.  Kenneth  Geyer,  O.S.B 


in  heaven  be  resplendent.  For  your  half- 
century  and  quarter-century  of  monas- 
tic devotion  and  service,  we  thank  you 
fifty  times  and  twenty-five  times  over. 
May  God  continue  to  bless  us  all  with 
good  health,  happiness,  and  spiritual 
fulfillment,  so  that  we  may  continue  for 
many  more  years  to  live  together  in 
unity,  as  broth- 
ers, preferring 
nothing  what- 
ever to  Christ 
and  may  He 
bring  us  all 
together  to 
everlasting 
life." 

Tempus 
fugit!  When  Fr. 
Kenneth  was 
professed  as  a 
monk  at 
Belmont 
Abbey,  Abbot 
Vincent  Taylor 
was  the  Abbot- 
Ordinary  of 
Belmont 
Abbey:  Presi- 
dent Truman 
proclaimed  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  of  World  War  IL 
Pope  Pius  XII  canonized  Frances  Xavier 
Cabrini.  foundress  of  the  Missionary 


Sisters  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  the  first 
U.S.  citizen  to  be  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  the  altar:  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines  became  an  independent 
nation;  Coca-Cola  sold  for  five  cents  a 
bottle;  and  popular  songs  of  the  day 
included  "How  are  Things  in  Glocca- 
morra?"  and  "Zip-a-dee-doo-dah." 

Fr.  Kenneth,  born  in  Lancaster,  NY, 
on  April  1,  1927,  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
A.  Geyer  and  Kathryn  A.  Nuwer,  both 
deceased.  He  graduated  from  St.  Mary's 
Grade  and  High  School.  Belmont 
Abbey  Junior  College,  St.  Benedict's 
College,  Atchison.  KN,  and  earned  the 
Master  of  Arts  degree  in  Musicology  at 
Catholic  University  of  America.  He  was 
ordained  priest  at  Belmont  Abbey  by 
Bishop  Joseph  Hodges  on  June  13. 1953. 

For  fifty  years  he  has  been  organist 
and  choirmaster  at  the  Abbey  Church. 
He  has  played  numerous  recitals  and 
hundreds  of  wedding  and  funeral  ser- 
vices. In  the  recent  past,  he  was  Novice 
Master  and  Junior  Master.  Presently  he 
is  editor  of  Crescat,  sacristan  of  the 
Abbey  church,  serves  on  the  Crescat 
Scholarship,  Monastic  Library,  and 
Liturgy  Committees,  and  at  age  69 
recently  iMay  11.  1996)  accepted  the 
office  of  Prior  of  Belmont  Abbey.  As 
prior,  Fr.  Kenneth  serves  on  the 
Council  of  Seniors  at  Belmont  Abbey 
Continued  on  page  2 


Silver  Jubilarians 


Fr.  Frederick  George,  O.S.B.,  a  native  of 
Savannah,  GA,  is  one  of  two  monks  celebrating  25 
years  of  monastic  profession.  After  graduating  from 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  Fr.  Frederick  entered  the 
novitiate  at  Belmont  Abbey  and  was  professed  on 
August  21,  1921-  He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
on  May  24,  1975  after  completing  theological  stud- 
ies at  St.  Meinrad  Archabbey  Seminary. 

Twelve  years  were  spent  at  Benedictine  Priory, 
Richmond,  VA,  then  a  dependent  priory  of  Belmont 
Abbey,  where  he  taught  Religion  at  Benedictine  High 
School  and  was  pastor  of  St.  Benedict's  Church.  He 
also  served  as  procurator  of  the  community. 

After  being  recalled  to  the  Abbey,  Fr.  Frederick 
took  chaplain  training  and  received  his  CPE.  He  was  engaged  as  Chaplain  at 
Mercy  Hospital,  Charlotte,  for  two  years. 

At  present,  Fr.  Frederick  is  head  of  Campus  Ministry  at  the  college. 


Rev.  Frederick  George 
O.S.B. 


Fr,  David  Brown,  O.S.B.,  was  also  professed  on 
August  21,  1971.  He  is  a  native  of  Mooresville,  NC. 
He  attended  Appalachian  State  University,  receiving 
a  bachelor's  degree  in  French.  After  completing 
novitiate  training  at  Belmont  Abbey,  Fr.  David  stud- 
ied theology  at  San  Anselmo,  Rome.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  Pope  Paul  VI  at  St. 
Peter's  Basilica  on  June  29,  1975.  Remaining  in 
Rome,  he  did  graduate  studies  at  the  Pontifical 
Biblical  Institute. 

Upon  his  return  to  Belmont  Abbey,  he  taught  at 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  teaching  theology,  comput- 
er science  and  speech.  He  was  also  Assistant  Vice- 
President  for  Academic  Affairs  and  Director  of 

Institutional  Research  for  three  years. 

Presently  Fr.  David  is  the  monastery  Procurator.  He  also  serves  on  the  Board 

of  Trustees  of  Belmont  Abbey  College. 


Rev.  David  Brown, 
O.S.B. 
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and  assumes  the  duties  of  the 
abbot  when  the  latter  is  absent 
from  the  monastery. 

Dedication  to  music  has 
marked  Fr.  Prior's  contribution  to 
his  monastic  confreres  and  charac- 
terized his  many  years  of  service  to 
Belmont  Abbey  College.  He  taught 
French,  Music  and  Fine  Arts  for 
many  years.  After  teaching  for  44 
years  at  Belmont  Abbey  College 
(and  two  years  at  Benedictine  High 
School  in  Richmond,  VA)  he  con- 
tinues teaching  Music  Appreciation 
to  our  college  students  and  also 
serves  as  a  Reference  Librarian  at 
Abbot  Vincent  Taylor  Library  on 
campus.  He  served  as  chairman 
and  founder  of  the  Fine  Arts/Music 
Department  and  of  the  Performing 
Arts  Series.  For  17  years  he  was 
Chapter  Counsellor  for  the  local 
chapter  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
Fraternity,  has  also  served  as  col- 
lege chaplain,  directed  several  pro- 
ductions for  Abbey  Players  and  is 
presently  serving  his  second  term 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College.  The  truest 
testimony  to  Fr.  Prior's  care  for  stu- 
dents is  given  by  the  warm  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  numerous 
alumni.  A  recent  graduating  senior 
paid  tribute  to  his  expertise  in  the 
classroom  which  she  described  as 
"exciting"  and  "enthusiastic." 

He  contributed  an  article  on 
Dom  Bedos  de  Celles  to  the  June 
1989  issue  of  Crescat.  Another  arti- 
cle, "The  Instruments  of  Good 


Works,"  appeared  in  the  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  Journal  of  May  1967. 

Prior  Kenneth  is  a  very  busy 
person.  His  special  interests  are 
music  and  other  arts.  He  loves 
crossword  puzzles,  gardening,  golf, 
his  interaction  with  students,  the 
cataloging  of  books  for  the  monas- 
tic library— he  recently  completed 
putting  the  card  catalogue  on 
computer — attending  superior 
musical  concerts  and  opera,  and 
has  lived  to  see  the  day  when 
Belmont  Abbey  College  has  made 
Music  Appreciation  part  of  its 
core  curriculum. 

Benedictine  monks  vows  stabil- 
ity to  their  monastery.  Prior 
Kenneth  is  celebrating  50  years  of 
stability  to  Belmont  Abbey.  His 
brother,  Fr.  Raymond  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  professed  July  2,  1943,  has 
given  53  years  of  continuous 
monk-priest  service  to  the  church 
at  Belmont  Abbey.  His  brother, 
Bob  Geyer,  and  wife  Bemice  have 
been  married  43  years  and  have 
two  children,  Kathy  and  Timothy. 
His  sister,  Sister  Marie  Canice,  a 
Sister  of  St.  Francis,  continues  her 
commitment  after  43  years  of  reli- 
gious profession.  Admittedly,  the 
Geyer  family  knows  what  it-  is  to 
make  a  commitment  to  God  and  to 
persevere  in  holy  resolutions.  "How 
good  it  is  when  brothers  and  sis- 
ters dwell  together  in  unity,"  in  the 
unity  and  intimacy  of  Jesus  Christ. 

—Abbot  Oscar  Burnett,  O.S.B. 


Monks  Market  Springwater 


El   oard  of  Trustees  member  Howard  "Humpy"  Wheeler  has  found  a 
way  to  bring  additional  revenue  to  Belmont  Abbey.  Remembering 
his  thirst  on  hot  August  days  after  football  practice  and  how  won- 
^^   derful  the  Abbey  springwater  tasted,  he  came  tip  with  the  idea  of 
|   bottling  it  and  selling  it  at  the  Charlotte  Motor  Speedway  of 
Hi    which  he  is  president. 
The  label  contains  the  statement:  Belmont  Abbey,  founded  by  Benedictine 
monks  in  1876.. .provides  this  crystal  pure  water  from  its  wells  deep  under  gran- 
ite bedrock.  Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  water  will  be  donated  to 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  still  sponsored  by  the  monks. 

The  product  was  introduced  to  the  market  last  May  at  the  Coca-Cola  600. 
Supplies  quickly  sold  out. 

Wheeler  has  close  ties  to  the  area  and  the  Abbey.  He  is  a  native  of  Belmont 
and  his  mother  still  lives  in  the  city.  His  father,  "Humpy"  Sr.,  was  athletic  director 
at  the  Abbey  from  1929  until  1968. 

Wheeler  hopes  to  expand  the  business  into  grocery  and  convenience  stores 
eventually.  But  for  now  the  water  will  be  available  only  at  Charlotte  Motor 
Speedway  and  other  NASCAR  tracks. 


CRESCAT  is  a  tri-annual  publica- 
tion of  the  Benedictine  monks  of 
Belmont  Abbey.  All  rights  re- 
served. The  word  crescat  has  been 
connected  with  our  monastery  for 
most  of  her  history.  There  is 
a  tradition  that  Abbot  Leo, 
our  first  abbot,  was  walking 
one  day  in  front  of  the 
monastery  where  he  saw  a 
monk  about  to  cut  down  a 
small  cedar.  Abbot  Leo 
saved  the  tree  with  a  single 
word:  "Crescat!"  he  said — a 
that  means  "let  it  grow." 
phrase  became  our  motto:  and  that 
North  Carolina  cedar,  the  emblem 
of  our  foundation  here.  "Crescat"  is 


word 
That 


still  the  banner  under  which  our 
monks  work  today.  One  reason 
this  journal,  Crescat,  is  published  is 
to  solicit  funds  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chasing books  and  tapes  for  the 
monastery  library.  Contribu- 
tions also  assist  us  in  meeting 
expenses  accrued  in  issuing 
Crescat.  Each  offering  is  ap- 
preciated, and  donors  are 
gratefully  remembered  in  our 
prayers.    The   address   is 
Crescat,  Belmont  Abbey, 
Belmont,  North  Carolina  28012- 
2795-  Correspondence  and  inquiries 
regarding  CRESCAT  should  be 
addressed  to  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer, 
O.S.B.,  editor. 
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The  Senior  Club,  Ukrainian 
Catholic  Brotherhood  of  Canada, 
Toronto,  has  published  Words  of  the 
Servant  of  God  Metropolitan 
Andrei  Sheptytsky  (ISBN  0-921537- 
11-5).  The  address  is:  4  Bellwoods 
Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M6J284 
Canada. 

Andrei  Sheptytsky  (monk,  priest, 
bishop,  Metropolitan  of  the  Ukrainian 
Greek  Catholic  Church)  was  an  active 
and  dynamic  pastor  who  frequently 
issued  pastoral  letters  commenting  on 
religious  and  social  issues  of  the  day. 
He  denounced  the  man-made  famine 
of  1932-1933  in  Soviet  Ukraine  and 
condemned     Communism     and 


Nazism.  He  was  imprisoned  by  the 
Soviets  for  this.  He  died  in  1944  in 
ordore  sanctitatis  and  was  pro- 
nounced "Servant  of  God"  by  Pope 
Paul  VI. 

The  treatises  in  this  work  were 
intended  originally  for  Ukrainian 
Catholics  and  were  originally  pub- 
lished in  installments  between  the 
years  1900-1937.  They  are  presented 
here  in  readable  English  translation. 

The  first  section  of  the  book 
under  the  general  heading  "On 
Prayer"  starts  with  an  exposition  of 
the  nature  and  meaning  of  wisdom  as 
used  in  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  and  as  used  by  medieval 


theologians,  notably  St.  Thomas 
Aquinas. 

The  author  then  proceeds  to  dis- 
cuss prayer  itself.  Central  to  this  sec- 
tion is  a  remarkable  exposition  of  the 
seven  petitions  of  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
These  pages  obviously  were  penned 
by  one  who  has  meditated  long  and 
deeply  on  this  the  greatest  of  all 
Christian  prayers.  It  is  surely  a  section 
that  this  reviewer  and  others  will 
want  to  return  to  many  times,  so  pro- 
found and  insightful  is  the  author's 
treatment. 

The  second  main  division  of  the 
work  is  headed,  "The  Gift  of 
Pentecost."  The  descent  of  the  Holy 


Spirit  completes  the  work  of  Christ. 
How  this  is  accomplished  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  treatise.  The  author  speaks 
of  three  schools:  the  school  of  Christ, 
the  school  of  the  Church  and  the 
school  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  fol- 
lows a  detailed  exposition  of  the 
nature  of  these  three  schools  and 
their  interconnection  and  relationship 
to  each  other. 

The  English  speaking  world  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Senior  Club, 
for  making  available  to  it  some  of  the 
teachings  of  this  remarkable  man. 
The  present  volume  leaves  the  reader 
wishing  for  more. 

—  Kenneth  Gey  ex,  O.S.B. 


CRESCAT  CHRONICAL 


During  Holy  Week  this  year, 
Belmont  Abbey  was  host  to  12 
men  retreatants  who  observed  the 
Sacred  Triduum  and  Easter  with 
the  monastic  community.  All  seem 
to  have  profited  from  the  "monastic 
experience." 

Just  after  Easter,  April  8-13,  Fr. 
Placid  Solari  and  Fr.  Kenneth 
Geyer  attended  the  Director  of 
Formation  Workshop  held  at  St. 
Benedict's  Abbey,  Benet  Lake,  WI. 
Abbot  Matthew  Leavy,  O.S.B.  of  St. 
Anselm's  Abbey,  New  Hampshire 
was  the  presentor.  The  presenta- 
tions centered  around  a  blend  of 
monastic  spirituality  (the  Holy 
Rule,  etc.)  and  psychological  con- 
structs from  other  sources. 

Founder's  Day  was  observed  on 
April  22  this  year  since  the  actual 
date  (April  21)  fell  on  a  Sunday.  See 
the  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
for  details. 

On  April  25  Belmont  Abbey 
hosted  an  organ  recital  by  the 


internationally  renowned  organist 
Hector  Olivera.  The  recital  was 
sponsored  by  Hames  Music  Co.  of 
Charlotte,  NC  and  was  played  on  a 
very  large  Rodgers  organ  installed 
for  the  occasion.  Selections  includ- 
ed the  Classics  and  Light  Classics 
and  even  an  improvisation  on  a 
Gregorian  Theme  with  a  decidedly 
Latin  American  beat. 

Fr.  Kieran  Nielson  has  been 
appointed  Director  of  Vocations. 
He  was  honored  by  the  library  staff 
of  Belmont  Abbey  College  with  a 
luncheon  on  May  2  for  the  work  he 
has  been  doing  in  the  Periodicals 
Department  the  past  three  years. 

Bro.  Leo  Fowler  graduated 
from  the  University  of  South 
Carolina  May  2  with  a  Master's 
degree  in  Library  Science.  He  is 
happy  that  all  the  commuting  to 
Columbia,  SC  is  finally  over.  He  is 
now  working  full  time  at  the 
Abbot  Vincent  Taylor  Library  on 
campus.  He  also  found  time  to 


attend  the  Monastic  Institute  held 
at  St.  John's  Abbey,  Collegeville, 
MN  from  June  30  to  July  5.  As  if 
that  weren't  enough,  Brother  has 
managed  to  finish  studies  in  philos- 
ophy and  now  has  a  diploma  from 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  graduating 
with  this  year's  class,  May  12. 

The  senior  class  of  Belmont 
Abbey  College  held  a  banquet  for 
the  class  and  invited  guests  on  May 
9th.  Bro.  Paul  Shanley  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  occasion. 

The  Most  Reverend  J.  Kevin 
Boland,  bishop  of  Savannah,  deliv- 
ered the  Baccalaureate  sermon  for 
the  graduating  seniors  this  year, 
The  bishop  spoke  of  the  virtue  of 
Hope  and  the  role  it  must  play  in 
today's  turbulent  times. 

The  Diocese  of  Charlotte  hon- 
ored 12  priests  celebrating  25  to  60 
years  of  faithful  priestly  service 
with  Mass  at  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral 
and  buffet  supper  at  the  home  of 
Bishop  Curlin.  Among  the  twelve 


was  Fr.  Lawrence  Willis  of 

Belmont  Abbey  who  is  observing 
his  30th  anniversary  of  ordination. 
The  Mass  and  supper  took  place  on 
June  13. 

June  10  and  11  Fr.  David 
Brown  delivered  two  lectures  on 
"The  Mysteries  of  the  Rosary  from 
a  Scriptural  Perspective"  at  Queen 
of  Apostles  parish,  Belmont,  NC. 

Holy  Angels  parish  in  Mt.  Airy, 
NC  has  been  without  a  priest  for 
the  past  13  weeks.  Fr.  Raymond 
Geyer  has  been  filling  in  on  week- 
ends, commuting  over  100  miles, 
so  that  the  people  of  the  parish 
might  have  Mass  and  the 
Sacraments. 

Finally,  we  are  pleased  to  note 
that  our  own  Fr.  John  Oetgen  has 
been  awarded  a  faculty  grant.  He 
will  journey  to  England  early  in 
July  where  he  will  study  at  St. 
Catherine  College,  Cambridge. 

We  hope  all  our  friends  are  hav- 
ing a  pleasant  summer. 


I  don't  know.  Sure,  the  food's 
good,  and  the  guys  are  great.  But,  all 
this  praying  may  be  much  too  much. 
This  morning,  I'm  yanked  out  of  bed 
by  a  god-awful  banging  of  bells,  and  I 


THE  POSTULANT 


By  Matthew  McSorfey,  O.S.B. 


hustled  to  my  choir  stall.  Man,  I  can 
hardly  open  my  eyes  and  I'm  sup- 
posed to  sing  a  hymn. 

At  that  hour,  most  of  the  monks 
are  only  half  awake,  like  me,  and  we 


all  croak  along  together.  Then,  during 
the  rest  of  Lauds,  I  find  myself  doz- 
ing, constantly.  And,  I  wonder  if  my 
sleepiness  will  disqualify  me,  that  the 
abbot  will  tell  me  I  just  don't  fit  in. 


After  breakfast,  following  a  short 
break,  the  Vocations  Director,  Father 
Maurus.  assigned  me,  with  the  other 
two  candidates  to  clean  urinals. 

Well,  the  hoppers  are  not  too  bad. 


The  Postulant 


But,  man,  those  urinals 
smell  like  hell,  They  really 
stink. 

Personally,  I'd  prefer  to 
push  that  proverbial  stone 
up  the  mountain. 

Yet,  something  happened 
that  grabbed  my  gut.  As  I  was 
scrubbing  away,  someone 
knelt  down  beside  me  and 
began  the  next  urinal.  Busy, 
enwrapped  in  the  delightful 
perfums  of  disinfectant,  I 
didn't  pay  any  attention  to 
the  guy.  Then  he  said,  "This 
is  not  a  nice  job."  Not  recog- 
nizing the  voice,  I  glanced 
over,  and  glory  be  to  God,  it 
was  the  abbot  himself. 

Man,  that  was  beautiful. 
A  great  moment. 

Going  into  choir  for 
Midday  Prayers,  when  I 
peeked  at  the  abbot  in  his 
stall,  he  gave  me  a  wink. 

Jesus,  I  felt  good,  good, 
good.  And  the  praying,  this 
time,  was  good,  too. 


Continued  from  page  3 

After  lunch,  we  postu- 
lants met  with  Father 
Maurus.  Conversationally,  he 
asked  each  of  us,  "How's  it 
going?" 

I  told  him  about  the 
abbot's  helping  me,  and 
Father  just  smiled,  as  if  that 
were  nothing  extraordinary. 

Then  he  gave  us  a  brief 
history  of  the  monastery. 
Kinda  dull  stuff,  but  I  didn't 
fall  asleep. 

Then,  out  to  the  grounds, 
to  hoe  the  weeds  around  the 
church.  That  I  liked,  'cuz  the 
sun  was  shining,  and  the 
birds  were  chirping,  chanting 
their  own  afternoon  psalms, 
It  was  fun. 

Mass  at  5:00  PM  was 
neat.  Not  at  all  like  our 
parish  Mass.  It  was  a  sung 
Mass,  even  though  it  was 
only  Thursday. 

Fully  awake,  now,  these 
guys  were  in  full  voice.  It  was 
beautiful. 


When  I  received 
Communion,  Father  Placid, 
the  celebrant,  said  to  me, 
"Dave,  this  is  the  Body  of 
Christ."  In  our  large  parish 
church,  the  priest  never 
knew  my  name.  Man,  what 
a  blast. 

After  supper,  all  of  us 
gathered  in  the  TV  room,  to 
watch  the  news.  It  was  a  gas. 
The  monks'  comments  were 
better  than  the  news. 

There  was  one  glitch, 
however:  an  older  monk, 
who  held  the  remote,  kept 
surfing,  just  when  the  best 
part  of  the  news  came  on. 
None  of  the  monks  seemed 
upset,  well,  not  very  much. 

Vespers,  at  7:00  PM, 
again  was  sung,  I  think  I  like 
Vespers  best,  'cuz  I  knew 
I'd  soon  be  in  bed.  Man,  was 
I  tired. 

But,  I  think  I'm  gonna 
like  this  place. 


COLLEGE  PRESENTS  DEGREE 
TO  PAUL  NEAL 

Belmont  Abbey  College  presented  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Human  Letters  to  Paul  Hughes  Neal  on  April  28  in  Banner 
Elk,  NC. 

Mr.  Neal  served  as  teacher,  principal  and  director  of  the- 
ater at  Belmont  High  School,  1931-1952.  He  also  provided 
unprecedented  service  to  Belmont  Abbey  during  World  War 
II  through  his  teaching  and  theatrical  productions  on  cam- 
pus. He  left  Belmont  in  1952  to  teach  students  throughout 
the  Southeast  and  ended  his  career  as  a  professor  at  Lees- 
McRae  College. 

During  the  April  28  ceremonies,  Fr.  John  Oetgen,  O.S.B., 
read  the  honorary  degree  citation  and  assisted  the  College 
president  with  the  hooding.  Fr.  Kenneth  Geyer,  O.S.B.,  who 
as  a  freshman  was  in  one  of  Mr.  Neal's  productions  (The 
Late  Christopher  Bean),  also  was  present. 


Fr.  John  Oetgen,  O.S.B.,  congratulates  longtime  friend 
Mr.  Paul  Neal  at  his  investiture  with  honorary  degree. 
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